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Wheelchair experiential learning program with small
mixed-year groups of students

Masaji KiNJo

Course of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Sciences,Akita University

Small mixed-year (namely second and third year students) groups of occupational therapy majors
completed a wheelchair experiential learning program. A questionnaire-based survey of 107 students was
subsequently carried out, with 95 responses.

As a result, the 3rd year students response was positive, with 650 stating the experience was good.
2nd year students also gave positive responses with 9200 stating the experience was good. Where students
in different school years had different project tasks they had to perform, the tasks were somewhat of a
burden for 3rd year students; however, in mixed-year groups, students successfully created plans, carried
out their responsibilities, and made local community tie-ups. Also, students were able to gain a
multifaceted, scientific understanding of disabilities.

Thus, we learned that team study in small groups and mixed-year group study is effective in project-
based learning (PBL).
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