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Summary

Autism is characterized by disability to
address issues related to making decisions and
satisfying one's own needs, while being able to
follow instructions issued by others and perform
designated tasks. For this reason, education for
autistics require support toward development of
initiative at an early stage. In our research, we
conducted training of an autistic child without
verbal communication capability to use Voice
Output Communication Aid (VOCA) to enable
him to actively communicate his needs. As a
result of training, he succeeded in communicating
his own needs with VOCA. In addition, he began
to participate actively in the group works, which
he found difficult in the past, such as acting as
emcee in a group meeting. This research report
described developments in VOCA training at
school and at home over a period of 18 months
and discussed into its effectiveness.

Key Words : Autism, VOCA, Communication,
Educational practice
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