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What is* Leaning in Play” Reported by University Students ?

Yuko YAMANA

In this paper, the significance of* learning in play” is discussed after collecting university

students’ psychological data concerning their own play in their childhood. The most frequent

descriptions regarding their* learning in play” were concerning human relationships.

The other

aspects were also reported such as acquiring social rules or standards, and divergent thinking

processes and various cognitive abilities.

It seems important that students themselves realize what

they concretely learned while playing in order to really understand the significance of* learning in

play”.

It is suggested that various characteristics of child development might be concretely

recognized by reflecting their own experiences in their childhood in a university course regarding life-

span developmental psychology.

Key words: life-span developmental psychology, view of development, kindergarten education,

childhood
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