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Evaluation of Factors affecting Falls in the Surgical Wards
—A Study using Incident Reports—

Mikiko TAakAsHIMA" Kyoko SATo" Mitsuko SATO"
Yoshihiro AsaNuMA™"

O Division of Nursing, Akita University Hospital
0 O School of Health Sciences, Akita University

In this study, a total of 2,542 incident reports (IR) from April 2003 through March 2004 were
analyzed, and patient care incidents, 241 falls in particular, were studied. The number of falls in each
clinical division was as follows: 35 in Neurology and Psychiatry, 23 in Radiology, 19 in Cardiovascular
Surgery, 17 in Pediatrics, 15 in Esophago-Gastric Surgery, 14 in Orthopedic Surgery. All 26 divisions
experienced 1 or more incidents.

To find significant factors in falls in the wards, we comparatively analyzed 15 IR from Esophago-
Gastric Surgery and 14 IR from Orthopedic Surgery, because IR in these 2 wards were similar regarding
incidence and background. There are no differences with respect to age, place of patient fall, degree of
injury, number of patients with past history of falling, or assessment score and grade of the danger of
falls on admission. Of the time of falls among surgical patients, the number of patients who fell 30 days
or more after their operations seemed to be greater in Orthopedic Surgery than in Esophago-Gastric
Surgery.
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