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The Meaning of "Brochure"” in Article Forty-Seven
of the Copyright-Act

Michiru NISHIDAI

Tokyo District Court gave a decision for the first time on the purpose of

Copyright-Act § 47 on Oct. 6, 1989. According to it, a brochure or booklet

published by the promotor of an art exhibition to explain the exhibits must

not be worthy of appreciation. Because the booklet which is equivalent to an
art book would damage author's profit based on his copyright.

But the decision seems to me to make too much of personal gain of
author and n=glect the public interests. Fine arts are common properties even
if they are owned by private individuals. So, § 47 should be interpreted to
enable the promotor to make the booklet so colorful and attractive as to
invite as many people as possible to the exhibition.
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