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Capgras Syndrome and Nagai’'s Theory of the (1) (Part 2)
— The Ontological Meaning of the {I) in the Other
that Changes in Capgras Syndrome —

Yoshitsugu Noyama

Course of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

As discussed in the first half of this paper, the possible existence of the (1) in the other was not
found in any theories advocated by critics of Nagai. In the latter half, the author examines the question
of the existence of the {I) in the other, which should be a prerequisite for the definition of Capgras
syndrome, and then discusses what the change of the {I) means when viewed from an ontological
perspective.

The author maintains that the (1) exists in the other person, and that this will contribute to a
better understanding of Capgras syndrome. That is, the identity of the {I) would be secured only if
the (1) is not limited to total uniqueness but also has a concurrent aspect of individuality. Because two
or more individuals exist in the world, it is thought that the other (1) and the self {I) coexist in the
same one world. Thus, it is deducible that the other (1) is also attachable to other persons encountered
in this world. This leads to the idea that the identity of this other {1 is just negated in the patient with
Capgras syndrome. Besides, the (1) that alters at this time may be the pure uniqueness that is not

generalized to the uniqueness possessed by anyone else.
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