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Summary

In this study, university students who par-
ticipated in a teaching practice program at a
kindergarten were instructed to describe episodes
of their practice in the post-practice follow-up
lessons to investigate how students viewpoints on
understanding children had changed by analyzing
the collected episode descriptions qualitatively and
quantitatively.

The results of the quantitative analysis indicated
that students in their first year of teaching
practice program tended to use words or phrases
such as “looks like” or “together,” whereas those
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in the program'’s second year often used ‘game,”
“play,” and “have fun” in the “Backgrounds”
column of the episode description. The qualitative
analysis found that students in the first and second
years of the program exhibited differences in their
comments in the “Discussion” column; the former
tended to emphasize what kind of support they
could provide to children as their “care providers,”
whereas the latter discussed what children felt
in games to understand them. In other words,
the viewpoints of these students shifted from a
general perspective of watching children from the
standpoint of the care provider to one respecting
children and focusing more on their personalities
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by sharing experiences with them through games.
The results of this study suggest that the
episode description method could be an effective
practice in childcare provider training programs in
terms of developing viewpoints and understanding
with a focus on children to improve childcare
quality and expertise among program trainees.

Key Words : episode description, post-teaching
practice follow-up lesson, under-
standing children, reflection, teacher’

s expertise
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