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The purpose of this study was to observe the frequency of appearance and appearance situation of

altruistic behavior in dementia patients experiencing a reduction of physical performance and to clarify if

this frequency is related to the severity or type of dementia and the self-care ability of patients. Thirty

nine in-patients undergoing physical therapy in a general hospital participated in this study. We observed

the appearance of altruistic behavior in subjects, and used the revised Hasegawa dementia scale (HDS-R)

and multidimensional observation scale for elderly subjects (MOSES) to evaluate the severity and social

activity of subjects. The appearance of altruistic behavior was observed 1-45 times and having not appeared

was two patients, and the total frequency was 605 times. The appearance frequency correlated with
MOSES, but was unrelated to HDS-R. The MOSES subscale which influences most was “withdrawal” and

“irritation”. It was suggested that not a little altruistic behavior remained in patients and that this

behavior was observed mostly in subjects who exhibited little withdrawal or irritation.
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