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Images Formed of Neonates and Infants in Child Health Nursing
Practice utilizing Neonate and Infant Models

Akiko Nukazuka Izumi Hiramoto

Course of Nursing, School of Health Science, Akita University

The present study aims to determine the images that students form of neonates and infants after complet-
ing a course on child health nursing practice utilizing neonate and infant models. Furthermore, the effect as
introduction of object understanding is examined. Sixty-seven second-year college nursing students were sur-
veyed after completing the child health nursing practice course, and data were qualitatively and inductively

" »

analyzed. The following categories were identified: "characteristics of child health nursing techniques”, "char-
acteristics of children”, "impressions and topics”, "affection” and "concerns for guardians”. Content was highest
for the category of "characteristics of child health nursing techniques”, suggesting that students valued most
the nursing techniques taught on the course. The category of "characteristics of children” contained items that
were related to the growth and development of children, and enabled the students to form concrete images of
children. The categories of "affection” and "concerns for guardians” included items that were related to affec-
tion toward children and concerns for their guardians, suggesting that the students gained an understanding
of children and their families within the scope of nursing. Taken together, the findings indicate that the use
of models for introducing study subjects may be an effective teaching method enabling students to quickly

form images of children.
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