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During a long-term research secondment to Australia, the writer observed the role of Physiotherapy Con-

sultants (PC), a profession which does not exist in Japan. These consultants promote efficiencies of time and

economy and improvement of quality of the physiotherapy sespnndo through offering a second opinion. This

paper introduces the role of the PC and examines the second opinion of physiotherapists’ work in Japan.

PCs provide a different point of view on behalf of the physiotherapist, patient, and insurance company,

and their main role is the promotion of a physiotherapy service which is satisfactory for all concerned. A char-

acteristic of the Australian PC'’s role of providing a second opinion is giving the physiotherapist in charge ac-

cess to the physiotherapy service endorsed.

Although there are few PCs, there is potential for the occupation to expand. This role allows physiothera-

pists to successfully fulfil their obligations in a society where the patient’s interests are pursued to the utmost

extent.
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