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Students’ Impressions of Handicapped People and Subsequent Learning
through Practical Study of Handicapped People’s Welfare

Makiko Nagaoka® Masako Yamaji* Sakiko Ogasawara®
Fujiko Miyakoshi* Nobuko Ikeda* Michiko Yanagiyva®”

* Course of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

* x Department of Nursing, International University of Health and Welfare

As part of the practical programme for first year students studying human service, 70 first year students (62

female, 8 male) of the course of nursing spent three days in September, 6 months after starting the course,

studying welfare in institutions for the physically or mentally handicapped. A questionnaire survey was con-

ducted into students’ attitudes towards handicapped people before and after their practical study, as well as

their expectations and learning throughout the period of study. Most students held negative impressions of

handicapped people before the practice. However, these impressions increased to become positive following

contact with handicapped people through observation or practice of assistance. Few students recorded their

expectations for the practical study, but communication and contact methods, methods of assistance and the

actual situation of handicapped people were mentioned, indicating that the students had learned through their

engagement with the handicapped people. From the varied reports concerning the students’ learning it can be

surmised that the students exceeded expectations in the breadth of their learning and personal development.
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