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Problems noticed by nurses relating to informed consent
in a clinical setting

Niwako Watarai

Course of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

The purpose of this study was to disclose concerns of nurses and areas which nurses feel to be problematic

in regard to the current situation of informed consent in clinical practice.

Results showed that although there was provision of information, it was not based on the concept of in-

formed consent, and the patient’s free consent was not sought.

In order for nurses to further develop patient protection, it is essential that there is a structure for informa-

tion provision, and that the nurse, who lacks jurisdiction herself, gets support from a supervisor or the Ethics

Committee.

I think that the nurse has two roles with regard to informed consent: making it possible for the patient to

receive the best medical treatment,and explaining and obtaining consent from a patient as to the implementa-

tion of nursing care.
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