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Development of Preschool Children’s Conception of Contagion

Izumi HIRAMOTO* Kazuhiko MORI"*

* Course of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

*x Department of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education and Human Studies, Akita University

The purpose of this study was to clarify the developmental stage of the concept of “contagion” in preschool

children. One hundred and sixty five preschoolers from 3 to 6 years old participated in two experiments. Re-

sults showed that “punishment” was not used as an explanation of illness. However, it was used that the cause

of colds is “exposure to illness”, which suggests that health education for prevention of contagion is possible

for preschoolers.
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