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Orality, Literacy and Audiovisual Litany
1ZUMI, Hiroshi

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to reconsider Walter Ong’s famous concepts of ‘orality / literacy’ and Jonathan
Stern’s influential critique of ‘the audiovisual litany’. In his critique of ‘the audiovisual litany’ Stern condemns the
Ong’s concepts, especially the concept of ‘orality’ for having roots deep ‘in the Christian spiritualist tradition’ and
proposes the study of communication ‘without a psychosocial, developmental concept such as orality’.

This article considers Stern’s criticism through comparing ‘the audiovisual litany’ with the concept of
‘gender’, especially its social constructionist concept, both of which contain criticism of naturalistic
understandings of body, in that this comparison elucidates the significance and problems of Stern’s critique of ‘the
audiovisual litany’ and his proposition of ‘without orality’. This article argues that the proposition of ‘without
orality’ is one-sided, because the concept of orality can be conceived in relations with its opposite: literacy, if they
are dualistic concepts, so the proposition of ‘without orality’ needs to consider the positions of the concept of
literacy. This article also argues that ‘the audiovisual litany’ becomes indispensable framework for scrutinizing
historically ‘the unacknowledged weight of a two-thousand-year-old Christian theology’ on ‘the audiovisual
litany’, like the concept of gender. If the concept of gender as dualistic concepts is problematic, we need the
dualistic concepts to clarify its social cultural contexts, influences and problems, and this can lead to bring us the
possibilities of their alternatives. The same can be said for ‘the audiovisual litany’.
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