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Summary

The present paper is a feport of an in-service
teacher training course that was held at Akita
University, 2004. The course, of which purpose
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was to examine how to put the MEXT Course of
Study into practice, was offered to a group of
teachers who had been teaching at high schools
for over ten vears. The focus of the session was
placed on the use of materials incorporating vari-
ous issues relating to the history of the area
where the school was placed. The participants
brought the materials they had developed for stu-
dents, and presented them for subsequent discus-
sion. During the course, a total of 15 teachers
presented 29 cases. The materials presented,
which would best be described as 'learning’ mate-
rials rather than 'teaching' materials, were classi-
fied into three categories: (1) documents, (2) realia,
and (3) personal. The largest number of materials
reported were documents (31 cases), and the next
largest was realia (ten cases). Amongst several
types of documents were included six written
documents and eight relics. One of the advan-
tages of regional materials is that they serve as
first-hand materials that provide students with
direct or first-hand experiences. However, the
value of this type of materials should not be re-
stricted to helping students become interested in
history by topic-oriented research, as recom-
mended by the MEXT Guideline; but rather the
materials ought to be used for helping students
understand social phenomena by seeking for the
fact, which is the core purpose of social studies.

Key Words : "Learning” Materials Connected with
a Community, The History Leaning,

High School
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