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Summary

The present paper reports on an exploratory
lesson for autistic children. The course was spe-
cially designed, so the students with hypersensi-
tivity might participate in classes without undue -
psychological pressure. The problem of hypersen- -
sitivity has recently been noticed among re-
searchers and practitioners as it i1s one of the
major causes of panic-stricken behaviors of those
with severe dysfunctional autism. In the present
program, autistic children were placed in a sepa-
rate class from those with other types of mental
retardation, so it became possible to deal with
them with particular attention to the common
problem. Despite initial concern expressed by
teachers, the program eventually turned out to be
successful to a large extent: Students exhibited a
greater degree of concentration on given tasks
than in previous types of mixed classes.
Accordingly, teachers' attitudes toward the pro-
gram changed from resistance to acceptance. The
paper concludes by emphasizing the importance
of understanding and appreciating unique traits
of autistic students on the part of teachers.

Key Words : Autism, Sensory Issues, School for
Mentally Retarded Children,
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