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Summary

Both the current and new course of study of
elementary school require teachers to teach food
chains between terrestrial creatures, not including
underwater counterparts. The author thought
that teaching underwater food chains as well
as terrestrial ones could help students’ better
understandings of the learning unit of food chains.
In this study, the authors conducted lessons about
food chains of freshwater organisms with the
authors’ original materials toward two groups :
Student in experimental group actually observed
Daphnia prey Euglena, while student in control
group learned the predation with photographic
materials. The results showed the following four
findings:
1. Using extra materials for underwater food
chains made by authors contributed to students’
understanding of food chains between freshwater
organism.
2. There was no difference between the
experimental group and the control group in
understanding what Daphnia eats.
3. Students in experimental group became more
interested in learning food chains than those in
control group.
4. Students obtain deeper understandings of
food chains by combining the two lessons ; both
observing the actual predation and seeing the
photographs of the freshwater organism.

Key Words : Organisms and the environment,
Daphnia, Euglena,

Microscopy, Phytoplankton
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