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| The Whereabouts of the Witch:
~ A Study of English Witch Plays in the 17th Century (o)

Kazuki SASAKI

abstract

In the following paper we will examine closely related three Witch plays, that is, W.Shakespeare’s
Macbeth(1606), T.Middleton’s The Witch(1615-6) and W.D’Avenant's adaptation of Macbeth(1664).
Comparing these plays from the viewpoint of representations of witches and witch-like women, we can
catch a glimpse of radical changes of witches during the 17th century English stage.
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" ..Come to my woman’s breast,
And take my milk for gall, you murd'ring-ministéré
Wherever in your sightless substances

You wait on nature’s mischief. (I.v.45-8)?
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Music, and song [ 'Come away, come away’, within]
Hark, I am called: my little spirit, see,

Sits in a foggy cloud, and stays for me. [Exit] (34-5)
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Enter Hecate, and the other three Witches
Hecate: O well done! I commend your pains,
And every one shall share i'th’gains:
And now about the cauldron singl
Like elves and fairies in a ring,
Enchanting all that you put in.
Music, and a song, 'Black spirits, etc.’

[Exeunt Hecate and the other three witches] (39-43)
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This fellow lives too long after the deedr.
I'm weary of his sight; he must die quickly
Or I've small hope of safety. (IV.i:45-7)°
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Francisca: I found apparent signs.
Antonio: Akppa'rent, say’st thou?

Francisca: Ay, and of base lust too ... (III.ii.155-6)
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-. do all thinges contrary to the custome of Men,
dauncing, back to back, hip to Hip, their handes joyn'd,
and making their circles backward, to the left hand, with
strange phantastique motions of their héads, and bodyes.

' (11.347-50)"
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Chorus: We should rejoyce when good Kings bleed.
When Cattle dy about we goe
What then when Monarchs perish should we doe
45-D"
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From hence to the Duke’s house, and there saw Mackbeth

most excellently acted, and a most excellent play for vari-

ety. (December 28,1666)"
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Here[the Duke’s house] we saw "Macbeth.” which; though

I have seen it often, yet is it dne of the best plays for a

.stage, and variety of dancing and muSique. that ever I saw.
' (April 19, 1667)4
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.. If the Throne
Was by Macbeth ill gain’d Heavens Justice may
Without your sword sufficient vengeance pay »
Usurperes lives have but a short extent

Nothing lives long in a strange Element. ([11.1i.10-15)
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You may in peace resign the ill-gained Crown

Why shou'd you labour still to be u\njust

There has been too much blood allready spilt

Make not the Subjects Victims to your guilt. ‘
(IV.iv.54-57)
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