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Issues and Problems of the Fundamental Law
of Education and the Dispute of its Revision

The Public and Private Nature of the View on Society,

Education and Human Rights

Shuji SATO

The Fundamental Law of Education was established in accord with the Constitution of Japan, for
realizing the constitutional values through education.
The conception of the Fundamental Law was
a. protection of the right to receive education as a fundamental human right
b.implimentation of the free educaton at public expense and educational equal oppotunity
c. guarantee of proper oppotunity of occupations and right to work, and social contribution through oc-
cupations :
d. equalization and re-distribution of each one’s income by the progressive taxation, and public expen-
diture
e. this cycle strengthen equality of the society and public profit through education.
But the reality after World War 1I is
a.enlargement of private expenditure for education and the influence of family economic status
b.exclusive competition which asks for more advantageous educational opportunity
c. acqisition of private profits, such as an higher rank occupation and living standard
d.expansion of the income differential between occupations, and reduction of the expenditure to public
fields
e. this cycle enlarges inequality of the society and private profit through education.
The opinions which are going to revise Fundamental Law are based on such reality. From now on,
the criticism to those opinions not only asserts the ideas of the Law, but must have the view and strat-
egy which convert such reality.

Key Word: the Fundamental Law of Education, the Constitution of Japan, human rights, equality of
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