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The2008symposiumfeaturedteamteaching(TT)inEnglishlanguageteachinginJapan，

ｗｈｉｃｈｈａｓａｈｉｓｔｏＩｙｏｆｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎｔｗｅｎtyyears、Duringthoseyearsofthepast,theTTby

JapaneseteachersofEngliｓｈ(JTEs)andassistantlanguageteachers(AIjl目)musthavebeen

recognisedasanidealEnglishteachingfbnninthattheycomplementeachother・AIjlもａ1℃

expectedtotakerolesofinfbrmantsabouttheirculturesandtheEnglishlanguageuseand，

aboveall,offacilitatorsofcommunicationinEnglishinclassmom,whileJTEsarerequiredto

assumeresponsibilitiestoelicitculturalandlingUisticinfbrmationfmmALIもinthecourseof

communicationinvolvingstudents,AIjl息,andthemselvesandtoinducethestudents，second

languageacquisitionthroughthecommunication，Theseexpectationsand１℃quirements，

howeveEhavenotbeennecessarilymet・Ｆｏｕｒsymposiastsexplainedtowhatde厚eeorhow

theyhavebeenmetornotintheirteachingcontextaswellasingeneral・

NilauElisasensei,ｗｈｏｕｓｅｄｔｏｂｅａｎＡＬＴｉｎＹＵｚａｗａａｎｄｈａｓmovedtoanotherprefecture，

clarifiedrespectiveessentialrolestakenbyAIjlもａｎｄＪＴＥｓｉｎＴＴｂａｓｅｄｏｎｈｉｓｔｅａｃｈｉｎｇｅxperiences

particularlyatelementaIyschool、ArakawaNaomisenseiatKotookaJuniorHighSchool

reportedonseveralcommunicativeactivitiesandprQjects,suchasagamblinggamefbrself

introduction，relaynotes，andapen-palprqject，whichｗｅ1℃developedbycooperative

partnershipbetweenherandherAIJTcolleague，RyanLidstersenseiatOnobaJuniorHigh

Schoolidentifiedproblemsinherentinteamteachingpm画aｍｍｅdintoEnglishlangUageclass

whichｉｓｄｅｓｔｉｎｅｄｔｏｐ応parethestudentsfbrhighschoolentranceexamination・Suzuki

YUmikosenseiatYOkoteJonanSeniorHighSchoolmadesuggestionsastohowJTEsareable

totakeadvantageofALIも，qualitiesthroughcomparisonsbetｗｅｅｎＴＴａｔａｂａｓｅｓｃｈｏｏｌａｎｄＴＴ

ｂｙａｎＡｍ，sregularvisits・

TTcanheadfbreitherheavenonearthorhellonearth・ThedirectionyourTTwilltake

maybedeterminedbyvariousfactorsincludingawarenessaboutrespectiveroles,thewayand

degreeofcooperation,creativityinteachingmaterialdevelopment,andwillingnessandaction

toimproveTTinspiteofproblemsaroundit,aswerediscussedinthepresentsymposium・

Liketheissueofcommunicativelanguageteachingfeaturedinthe2007symposium,TThasto

beevolvedintoafbmlappropriatetomaximizeitsbenefitsinEnglisheducationinJapan．
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Toimproveteamteaching
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LWhatistheidealteamteaching？

AccordingtolmaiHiroyukiandMatsuiKaori,theidealteamteachingcanactuaIlybe

called‘eteamleaming.，，Thisisbecausethe“team，，doesnotmeanonlytherelationshipbetween

theAIjrandtheJTEItshouldreallyconsistofJTE,AI-Irandthestudents．Ｓo,thekeyto

successfnlteam-teachingisfbrbothJTEsandAImstobuildupgoodrelationshipswiththe

studentsintheirclassestogether、Ithinkthisistruebecausewhenweteachstudents,ifthe

students，interests,characters,abilitiesofEnglish,orproblemsgounnoticed,managingthe

classesbecomesmoｒｅｄｉ髄cultandthelessonsarelesseffbctive・

LastyeaIJluckilyhadachancetoteachwithagreatAIJnKatiePost・Shehasbeen

veIyinterestedinJapaneseculturesinceshewasalittlegirlandhighlymotivatedtoteach

EnglishinJapan．
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2.Selflntroduction

lnourfirstteam-teachingclass,sheintroducedherself

usingPowerPoint・Thispresentationincludesanamusing

activity・Studentshavetobetpointsfbreachquestion、If

theygettherightanswel;theygetpointsaccordingtotheir

bets,Thepresentationwaseasytounderstandandvery

effective・Studentswerevelyhappytobeableto

understandherEnglish．
ごＴｈ巳rｃａｒｃＦ１ＶＥ（５）ｐｃｏｐＩｃｉｎｍｙ粕miIy‘
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3.Website

Afewweeksafterhera１ｺrival9shetoldmethatshemade

tohelpstudentsstudyEnglish、ThissitecontainsAmericanc

geogl･aphy5historyうandgamesthathelpstudelltslearnEnglish・

Englishclasses、Shesometimesjoinedtheelectiveclassesan

geography5historyうandgamesthathelpstudelltslearnEnglish・Ioftenusedthissiteinelective

Englishclasses、Shesometimesjoinedtheelectiveclassesandhelpedmeandthestudentsdid

manydifferentactivities．（http:"katiesellsei､googlepages､com）

4.Relaynotes

RelaynotesareverypopularamongteacherswhowanttomakethebestuseofALms．Ｉ
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dividedtheclassesintogroupoffburorfivestudents,andthenlgaveeachgroupasmall

notebook・Studentswer巳askedtowriteaboutthemselves,theirfamilies,theirfavoritethings

andsoon,andpassedthemtothenextstudentintheirgmup・Then,theALI､readtheir

writingsandwrotebacksomecommentsabouttheirjoumals、IsawthestudentswereveIy

excitedwhentheyrcadKatie，scomments・Ithelpedalottoencouragestudentsto

communicateinEnglishthroughwriting．

5.Pen-palpIOject

Katiealsoproposedthatweshouldestablishpen-palclub・ItwasnotcompulsoIy§but

wetriedvelyhardtoencouragestudentstomakefi･iendswithAmericanseniorhighschool

studentswhowe1℃leamingJapanese、Shearrangedevelythingtomakethispen-palprqject，

throughwritinge-mailstoherteacherofJapaneseinAmerica・Inthispen-palprQject,our

studentswroteinEnglishandJapanese,andstudentsinthestateswroteinJapanesesothatthey

couldpracticecommunicationthroughwritinginfbreigllanguages・Studentswhoattempted

thispen-palpmjectweresoexcitedwhentheygotlettersfiomtheirpen-pals・Someeven

receivedAmericangoodslikecoinsandstationarywiththeirletters，ThisprQjectfinished

becauseKatieleftJapanlastAugust,butlthoughtithelpedalottoenhancestudents，

motivationtoleamEnglishandcommunicateinit．

6.RealCommunicationinEnglish

ltisgreatpleasurEsfbrthestudentstobeabletocommunicatewithnativespeakerof

Englishinclass・Iwouldliketointroduceasuccessfillclass・Theaimoftheclasswasto

leamhowtoguidethewaytoacertainplaceusingtrains・Wehadthreeteachersintheclass：

tｗｏJTEsandKatie・Afterleamingtheusefillexpressionsfbrguidingtheway§Itoldstudents

tomakeskitstoguidetheirpartnerstoplacestheywantedtovisitusingtrains・Itoldthemto

presenttheirskitinfi9ontofme,theotherJTE,orKatie・Afiertheirpresentationoftheskits,I

toldthestudentstotIytoguideKatiefiPomacertainstationtothestationshewantedtogotoby

train・IthoughtthiswasrealcommunicationinEnglish,butwasaratherhardtaskfbrthe

studentsbecausetheyhadtospeakEnglishimpromptuwiththeAI工Thistaskwas

challenging,butstudentsenjoyeditalot，Studentswhowereabletodoitwmteabouttheir

greatsatisfhctionintryingthisactivityontheirevaluationsheets．

7.Resourcesfbrintroducingfbreignculture

ALIもaregPeatrEsoumesfbrimroducingfbreigncultures・Katietoldthestudentsabout

Americanschoollife,fbods,culturEs,ａｎｄｓｏｏｎ,byshowinguspictu1℃s,maps,andotherprops・

IbelieveitisimportantfbrstudentstoknowabouttheothercountIy，ｓcultureswhentheyleam
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afb１℃igllanguage・Themorethestudentsknowaboutthefbreiglculture,themorctheywill

bemotivatedtoleamitslangnlage．

８.DifficultiesandProblemsofteam-teachingwithALIも．

WeusedtohavethreeALIもinourtown,ｂｕｔｗｅｈａｖｅｏｎｌｙｏｎｅＡＬＴｎｏｗ・HevisitsthIce

jlmiorhighschoolsandmanyelementaIyschools,sohevisitsourschoolonlythreedaysa

month・CurTentlybtheAIjr's企wvisitspreventhimfiombuildingsolidrelationshipswith

studentsineachschool・Ｉｔｈｉｎｋｗｅｎｅｅｄｍｏretimetotalkaboutclassesandtogiveadvice,or

toexchangeopinionsabouttheclassesweteachtogethenWeshouldspendmoretimetowork

ascolleagues・

Tbdaywearestrivingtomakeourteam-teaching,orteam-leaming,moreefYectiveand

enjoyablefbrthestudents､Ihopetofindwaysofmanagingideal"team-leaming"inexchanging

ideaswithotherJTEsａｎｄＡＬＩもfiPomnowon・Ibelievethefbundationfbragoodrelationship

withone，scolleaguesismutualunderStanding,respect,andhonestyb

今井弘之･松井かおり(2008)｢AIｒとの授業がうまくいく関係性とは｣『英語教育』５月号大◆引用文献◆今

修館書店pp､15-17
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WhatcanwedomoretoinvolveALTsinEnglishⅡandReadingclasses？

ＹＵｍｉｋｏＳＵＺＵＫＩ

乃肋花.ﾉb"α"艶"j”ＨＩｇﾉiSbhooノ

ｌ，vebeenteachingEnglishfbr3yearsatabase-school・IteachEnglishatavisitingschool

nowbTherefbre，Icancomparebothschoolsthroughmyexperlence・First，Ｉ，dliketocompare

diffbrencesbetweenbothschools・Next,ｌｅｔmewritedownoriginaljobsoftheAm､inthe

base-school・LastlyJ，｡liketosuggesthowtoimprovetheteamteachingtocooperatewithAI恥.

1．Ｄｉ旋肥nceintheallotmentoftheclass

Thebigdifferencebetweenthebase-schoolandvisitingschoolistheallotmentoftheteam

teachingclass・Thescheduleisfixedinthebase-school､Onlythelstgradestudentscantaketheteam

teachingclass・Buttheclassesfbrthe2ndand3Idgradestudentsarenotolganizedintheschedule・Ｓｏ，

studentsinthebase-schoolcanhavｅ４８ｃｌａｓｓｅｓａｔｍｏｓｔｆｂｒ３ｙｅａｒｓ・ＴｈｅculTiculuminthe

base-schoolis‘‘加陀"sive”ｄｓﾙo〃-だ”ｃ"〃jc"ﾉ”".,，Ontheotherhand,theteacherscanchoose

whethertheywillhaveteamteachingclassornotinthevisitingschool・Ｓｏ,everystudentcantake

theteamteachingclassiftheteacherswanttohaveitthoughanALTvisitstwodaysamonth・Ifthe

teachersareeagertohavetheteamteachingclasses,thestudentscanhavealotofopportunitiesto

communicatewiththeALT､Thatis,thecuITiculuminthevisitingschoolis‘‘ex花"sive”げん"9-re”

czJ〃jc"ﾉ”.，，

２．Comparisonofhowtoorganizetheclass

TheAETcouldhavetheinitiativetohandlethelessonsinthebase-school・Thestudentsinthe

base-schoolcouldhaveconsistentclassesbecausetheALTusedthetextbookands/heolganizedthe

class・TheAIjTmadematerialsbasedontheｄｅｍａｎｄｆｍｍｔｈｅＪＴＥｏｒａｃｃordingtothelevelofthe

students・Duringthelesson,theALTcouldintroducethreeexamplesofextendedmaterials､Firstly§

musicwasoftenusedasanintroductionoftheclass・TheAErhadthestudentslistentothemusic

andfillinthewordsorphmses・Afierthat,theAIrexplainedusefillphrasesa､dthebackgroundof

themusic､Nextonewasessaywriting・TheAETpreparedthecomicstripandhadthestudentsfillin

thespeechballoon・Thestudentsreadacomic,guessed,ａｎｄｍａｄｅａｆｉｍｎｙｓｔｏｒｙｂｌｔｗａｓａｇｏｏｄ

応adingandwritingpractice・Lastly§pronunciationmaterial・Itwasdifficultfbrthestudentsto

distinguishthedifferencebetween‘‘r，，ａｎｄ‘‘１，，sounds,‘‘b,，ａｎｄ‘‘v，，soundsandvarious‘‘a?，sounds・

TheAETdealtwiththesedifferentpronunciationsasagameatthebeginningofalesson・

WhiletheALThadconsistentclassesusingthetextbookinthebase-school,ｔｈｅＡＥＴｉｎｔｈｅ
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visitingschoolwasflexible・MostoftheJTEsinthevisitingclassdidnotpreparethetextbookinthe

teamteachingclass､The唾fbre,theAIJTalTangedthecontentandmaterialsthats/hehadusedinthe

base-schoolbefbre・

AnotherapproachinthevisitingschoolswaslhataJTEaskedtheALrtojointheclassesof

Englishl，ⅡandReading,TheAIjTmostlyjoinedtheintmductionpartoftheselessonstohavethe

studentsinterestedinthecontentofthelesson・ＯｒｔｈｅＡＬｒｗａｓａｓｋｅｄｔｏｅｘｐｌａｉｎｔｈｅｃｕltural

back厚oundthatwasnecessaryfbrthestudentstounderstandthecontentbett“

Lastly§thereisoneexceptionthatiscommontobothschools:thetopicoftheholidays・The

ALTtellsthestudentsabouthis/herownholidayexperlenceandshowsthepictures・Thestudents

cannoticethedifferencebetweentheholidaysinJapanandthoseoftheALI､，scounlriesthmughthe

class・so,itisagoodopportunitytounderstandtheirculturesdeepeⅢ

３．ALT，soIiginalworkinthebase-school

Oneoftheimportantwolksinthebaseschoolistomakethelisteningtestfbraregularterm

test､AIjl息olganizethelisteningtestscriptandthequestions.、leyapplythecontentofthetextbook・

HowtomakethelisteningtestdependsonALI§・

WhenJTEsmakethetestofEnglishl,ⅡａｎｄReading,JTEshaveanAETdouble-checkthe

exp1℃ssionsofthequestions・Inaddition,ｔｈｅＡＩｒ，sdouble-checkingoftheWFquestionsarehelpfill

whenJTEsmakeextendedmaterialsofEnglishl，ⅡａｎｄReading・

ＴｈｅＡＩﾉTstaysinthebase-schoolduringthemostdaysoftheweek・Then,ｔｈｅＡＬＴｉｓｍｏ配

requirednotonlytoteachbuttocommunicatewithstudents・InfbImationboardisoneofthewaysto

getstudentsinterestedincommunicationwithALI息.Manypicturesandmassagesa１℃ｐｕｔｏｎｉｔ・It

connectsAIjlもandstudentsevenifstudentsdonothaveAIJT，sclass．

4．Conclusion

ALIもusuallyhaveahighmotivationtoteachstudents・ThoseA唾，participationinEnglishl，

ⅡandReadingisabetterwaytostimulatethestudentsandunderstandthecontentdeepemThough

theALT，steachingisdifferentandlimitedinbothschools，ｓ/hehasmanystmtegiesofholding

effectiveactivities・ＡｓａＪＴＥ,Ialwaysthinkofthequestion：‘‘Whatisthebestwaytoinvolvean

ALTinEnglishl，ⅡａｎｄReading?，，ＩｔｉｓｃｏｍｍｏｎｔｏｈａｖｅａｎＡＩｊｒｉｎｔｈｅｉntroductionpartofthe

class・ButlbelieveitisnotenoughbecausetheALTtakes獣eatideasofoIganizingclassesand

makingextendedmaterials・IfJTE，ｓｓｔrategiesandAIﾉT，sonesarelinkedtogetheEitis廿uitfUlto

motivestudentstounde函tandthe1℃adingmaterialsmo１℃dynamically・Ｉ，dliketoexplorEthebest

waytoteachEnglishl，ⅡandReadingwithAIjlもasmylifework．
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RethinkingTeamTeaching:TheBalTierstolmprovingtheALT-JTE

RelationshipposedbyEntranceExaminations

TheProblem

RyanLIDSTER

OP1O6aJb"'jOrHXgﾉｸＳｂﾙOoノ

WhileJTEsandALTsinJapanesejuniorhighschoolshavemadesignificantstepsfbrwardsince

theinceptionofTTclassesmorethantwemyyearsago,impmvementtotheTTrelationshipremains

limitedbystructuralandadministrativeobstaclesthatpositiontheALTinconflictwiththegoalsofJTEs

andstudents・TherearestillstressesbetweenALTsandJTEs,andwhilethestressisnotrelationship-

threatening,itdoescreatetensionintheTTrelationship,andtherefbrecallsfbrimprovement・In

particular,thispaperargUesthattherootcauseoftensionintheTTrelationshipliesinthelayoutａｎｄ

requirementsoftheentranceexaminationsrequiredfbrmatriculationtomostuppersecondaryschools・

Specifically,highschoolentranceexamsaredesignedsuchthatstudentabilitytoproducecomprehensible

Englishinspeechorwriting-inshort,theircommunicativeproficiency-islargelyi汀elevantto

achievinghightestscorもs・CommunicationwiththeALTandcommunicativeactivitieswithinthe

classroomaretherefbrepositionedi、oppositiontotestpreparationand,vicariously,matriculationtothe

student，shighschoolofchoice．

Asaresult,studentcommunicationandTTasawholeareoftenconfinedtogamesandactivities

desigledtoimprovestudentmotivation;theALTisusedasa‘‘carrotonastick,，，whiletestpreparation，

assignmentsandstudentevaluationaredealtwithseparately・Whilesomestudentsmaychoosetopursue

communicationwiththeALToutofindividualinte1℃st,thosewhodonotsharethesamepersonal

objectivesusuallydonot,ColTespondingly,theimmensepotentialfbrmeaningfUlinteractioninEnglish

betweenstudentsandtheALTisnotfiJllyexploited,andstudentcommunicativeproficiencyinEnglishis

oftenlimited．

Hypothesis:ＭＯｒｅＦｏｃｕｓｏｎＣ０ｍｍｕｎｉｃａｔｉ０ｎ

ThispaperarguesthatteamteachinｇｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｅＪＴＥａｎｄＡＬＴｗｏｕｌｄｂｅｂｅｓtimprovedby

incorporatingmorestudent-generatedcommunicationintotheclassroomandplacingagreaterfbcuson
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activecommunicationinEnglishbetweenthestudentsandALT・ThisshouldbeexpectedtoimproveTT

inthefbllowingways：

l)RegularactivitiescentrcdoncommunicationencouragepositiveandmeaningfUlworking

relationshipsbetweentheJTEandAI/rbyoffbringmutualbenefittocloserintemction；

2)Activecommunicationenhancesstudentskillacquisitioninthetargetlanguageandhelpsto

deepenstudentunderstandingandboostconfidence(Gass,2003;Yashima,2002;Cook,1996)；

3)Asanativespeaker,theALTisuniquelywell-equippedtojudgewhetherstudent-created

Englishiscomprehensible(MacIntyreeta1.,1998),andtheALT，ssenseofutilityimproves．

Inaddition,increasmgcommunicativeactivitiesthatutilisetheALTisastatedgoalofthe

MinistryofEducation,Culture,Sports,ScienceandTechnology(ＭＥXT)．MEXTgoesfUrthertostatein

theircurTiculumrecommendationsthataprinciplegoalofEnglishlanguageeducationinjuniorhigh

schoolsshouldbetodevelopstudents，abilitytocommunicateinEnglish(ＭＥXT,2008).nlercisa

growingnumberofJTEswhＣａ１℃callingfbrgPeaterfbcusonspeakingandwrittenprowess,ａｎｄ‘‘応"Azzer〃

ejgo，，("useableEnglish，，)isanewbuzzwordinmanyacademiccir℃les．

Despitethis,however,underthecuITenttestingsystem,theworthygoalsofinc１℃asingclassroom

fbcusoncommunicativeabilitiesandincorporatingactivestudentparticipationteachingmodelssuchas

the‘‘trianglemethod,，areunlikelytobeachieved・Rather,intheabsenceofchangestotesting，

communication-fbcusedclassroomrefbrmisbothchallengingandpotentiallyhamlfUl・Thus,test

fbrmattingshouldnotbetreatedasaseparateissuefomTTimprovementwithintheclassroomRather，

readilyimplementablechangestotestingmethodsthatevaluatestudentcommunicativeproficiencyshould

beexpectedtocorrespondtosignificantimprovementsinJTEandALTcoopeIationaswellasstudent-

ALTinteractionandperhapsevenlanguageacquisitio、itself

ＷｈｙCommunication？

AnincreasinglylargeamountofliteraturcinthefieldofSecondLanguageAcquisition(SLA）

suggeststhatactiveintemctionwiththetargetlanguage(L2)isindispensiblefbrstudentsinoIdertograsp

complexconceptsandretainmorcoftheinfbrmationtheyleaminclass(Swain,1985;Cook,1999；

Yabuki-Soh,2007).Thisnotionhas,infact,beengenerallyacceptedamongstacademiccirclesfbrmany

yearsnow(Naimaneta1.,1975;Bley-Vroman,1983;Kmshen,1982)．
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Intuitively,astudentwhosuccessfilllyconveysmeaningeitherinwritingorspeechmust,inorder

todoso,understandwhatthewordsusedmeanindividuallyandwhenarrangedincontext・Thus,they

demonstrateknowledgeofgrammarandvocabulalysimultaneously・Throughtheexperienceof

physicallywritingorspeaking,thestudentgainsanothermethodfbr妃memberingthewordsandgPammar，

aswellasgainingconfidencefiPomtheactofhavingtheireffbltstocommunicateintheL2bearfiFuit

(KasperandRose,2002).Moreover,unsuccessfillattemptsatcommunicationarealsousefUlinthatthey

reinfbrcethenotionthatgrammarandcorrectusage(aswellasspellingandpronunciationdependingon

thecontext)ar巳important,andstudentshavetheincentivenottorepeatthesamemistake(Cook,1996；

BirjaniandAhangari,2008).Inshort,theabilitytocommunicateinherentlydemandsanunderstandingof

gPammarandvocabulary,whereasknowledgeofthegrammarandvocabulalyalonedoesnotnecessarily

empowerstudentswiththeabilitytousethemoutofcontext．

Themostimportant１℃ason,however,isalsooneofthemostcommonlyoverlooked:namelythat

theabilitytocommunicateintheL2is,inflct,thepmcticalgoaloffbreigllanguageeducation・The

abilitytoperfbrmwellontestsisofcourseessentialasastudentandapplicant;however,afterhaving

graduated,therearEveryfewreallifeopportunitiesfbrstudentstodemonstratetheirmasteIyofmultiple

choicegrammarquestions・Ｗｈｅｎincontactwithfbreiglpersons,media,andliteratu配,however,the

abilitytoread,writein,speakin,andunderstandtheL2iscrucial、Insomuchasthisislrue,education

andtesting〃oraimedtowardsthepromotionofcommunicativeproficiencyhasquestionablesocialutility

andisseverelyabstractedfiromitsfimdamentalpurpose(MacIntyreetal.)．

HistoricalContext

ThispaperdoesnotfbcusonthebroaderissueofthesocialandpoliticalcontextwithinwhichTT

isconducte｡,butinordertoaddressTTimprovement,itisfirstnecessaIytounderstandtheALT，s

positionwithintheJapameseeducationsystem．

ThenotionoftheALTwasflrstintroducedduringaperiodofrelativelyhighpoliticaltension

betweenJapananditsWestemallies(McConnell,2000).TheALTwasconceivedinaneffbrttoimprove

Japan，sintemationalimagebyincreasingexposureofotherwiseisolateda妃astofbreiglculturesandvice

versa・Ｉｔｗａｓｎｏｔ,however,constructedasameanstoimproveJapan，sEnglisheducationassuchThe

ALT，spositionintermsofclassroomteachingwastherefbreintentionallyleftvagueandlargely

unsubstantial(McConnell)．
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KnowledgeoftheJapaneselangUageoroftheJapaneseeducationsystem,specialisationin

EnglishorEnglishlanguageeducation,ateachinglicence,priorexperlenceorotherqualificationsin

teachingwasandstillisnotrequi妃dinordertobecomeanALTinaneffbrttomaximisetheapplicant

pool．Itisimportanttounderstandtherefb配thattheALTisfi応tandfbremostnotanEnglishteacherper

se,butmtheratypeofambassadorofafb”iglcultureopemtingwithinschools・Testperfbrmance，

EnglishlanguageacquisitionandstudentretentionhavebeenseparateissuesfromALT-JTEcooperation，

the1℃fbre,sinceinception．

Atfirstthisnotionmayinducecynicismanddiscomfbrt,asindeeditisparadoxicaltoemploya

fbreiglpersonasan‘‘AssistantLanguageTeacher,，whosepnmarypurposeisnot,ｉｎfact,ｔｏ‘‘assistin

langUageteaching.，，Itisalsoinaccurate,however,tosuggestthattheALTwasintended〃ortobe

involvedintheclassroom・Whilesecondarytogmssrootsintemationalisation,improvementinstudent

EnglishlangUageabilitywasandremainso"eofthegoalsofALTemployment(ＭＥXT,2008).Moreove喝

despiteinitialdifficulties,theprogramasawhole,bothintermsofitspoliticalaimsandintermsof

improvingstudentmotivationandinterestinEnglish,haslargelybeenhailedasasuccess(McConnell；

OkanoandTsuchiya,1999).Studentsandteachershaverespondedwithoverwhelminglypositive

feedbacktotheimplementationoftheＡＬＴ(CLAIR,2007),andALTsatisfactionhasalsorisen

sigmificantlyoverthelastquartercentuIy(McConnell).Indeed,ratherthanthecomplexmotivations

behindALTemployment,the肥markablesuccessofALT-JTEteamteachingismostworthyofnote．

Thus,whenproposingimprovementstoteamteaching,whileitisimportanttotakeintoaccount

theALT，spoliticalandinstructionallimitations,itisequallyifnotmoreimportanttonotethatthoselimits

arethemselvesflexible,andthatwithinthemthereisconsiderableroomfbrpositiveeffectsoneducation

andintm-systemicgmwth､TheALTisnothiredasagammarinstructorortestadjudicator,butratheras

aconduitfbrtheexchangeofcultureandideas・Inotherwords,andattheriskofbecomingoverly

insistentltheALT，sroleisbestsuitedfbrcommunicativeactivities,bolルasademonstratorofnativeusage

andasawillinglistenerandreaderofthestudents，attemptsatcommunicationintheL2・Ｔｏａｌｌowfbr

idealfimctioningoftheJTE-ALT妃lationship,itisselfLevidentthatALTsshoulddothejobtheyarebest

suitedtodo,andfbrwhichtheywerehi肥｡．

lnaddition,asthepoliticalandeconomicclimatehaschanged,theneedtojustifyALTs，flscal

viabilityhasalsoincrease｡、RecentdatahaveshownthatJapan，sperfbrmanceonEnglishproficiency

testslagsbehinditsAsiancompetitorswhospendconsidemblylesso、education・Inonerecentsurvey，

Japanplacedtwenty-fifthoutoftwenty-sixAsiannationsinTOEFLscoresofuniversitystudents・Ｔｈｅ
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immergenceofdevelopingeconomieshasplacedgreaterimportanceonintemationaltradeand

cooperationwhichisconductedlargelyinEnglish・Nowinitsadolescenceandhavingalreadyestablished

atrackrecoldofsuccessinitsprimaIygoaloutsidetheclassroom,thereisdemonstrabledemandfbrthe

TTprogrammetomatureandhavegeaterimpactinregardstoEnglishlanguageacquisitionaswell．

TheImportanceoflncentives

Increasingtheperceived1℃wardsofanactionwillincreasethelikelihoodofapersonchoosing

thatcourseofaction.(Forexample,apersonwhomaynothavedoneActionXifofferedonlyonedollar

maybepersuadedtodosoifofferedonehundreddollars.)Conversely,lowperceivedrewardswillresult

inalowlikelihoodofpeopleactingaccordingly・Itfbllowsthat,inoKlertoenactmorecommunicative

activitiesinTT,theincentivesfbrALTs,JTEsandstudentsmustbe,toareasonabledegX℃e,aligled

accordingly，WhileALTincentivesalreadyfavourincreasedcommunicationwiththestudents,ｓｕchisnot

necessarilythecasefbrJTEsandstudentsthemselves・Inordertoexaminethis,itisfirstnecessalyto

attempttodefinetheincentivesofALTs,JTEs,ａｎｄstudents．

４ＺＴ伽Ce"御“

ItistenuousatbesttomakegeneralisationsinregardstoALTmotivation・Whilesomehaveprior

expenenceinteachingand/Orafilturedesiretoteach,mostdonot;whilesomegotoonlyoneorafew

schoolsandinteractrBgularlywiththesamesetofstudents,ｓｏｍｅｄｏｎｏｔ・Theirreasonsfbrcomingto

JapanandapplyingtoworkasALTsareequallyasdiverseastheirculturalbackgroundsandworkhabits・

Forsome,thedegPeeofenthusiasmfbrEnglisｈｅｄｕｃａｔｉｏｎｉｓｎｏｔｈｉｇｈａｓｓｏｍｅＡＬＴｓｃhoosetocometo

JapanwiththegoalofexperiencingdifferentfacetsofJapaneseculture(JETPro獣amme,2007).Yetas

disparateasALTsandtheirpositionsare,itisnotimpossibletopositsomecommonalitieswithade甑ee

ofconfidence・AsidefiPomexceptionalcases,itcanbesaidthat：

1)ALTswishtohavepositiveworkingrelationshipswiththeirco-workers；

2)ALTswishtohavetheirskillsetsutilisedandbeusefUltostudentsandteachersinawaythat

allowsthemtotakeprideandsatisflctionintheirwork．

TheseassumptionsaresupportedbydatafiPomALTsurveysconductedannually(AkitaP妃fectuml

ResearchCenter,2008).Moreover,theseincentivesarecompatiblewiththegoalofincreasingstudent‐

generatedcommunicationintheclassroomTheALTcanprovideaninvaluablesourceofinfbmlationon

howtoexpressone，sideasnaturally,andtheALTcangaugewhetherthestudents，attemptat

communicationissuccessfi１１．ThisissomethingtheALTisuniquelywell-equippedtodoasanative

-11一

Akita University



speaker,ｅ､suringthattheirskillsarcutilisedandthattheyfeeltheyprovideavaluableadditiontothe

classroom(Maclntyreeta1.,1998).Furthermore,bothsuccessfillandunsuccessfUlexamplesof

communicationarBbestputtouseby１℃viewandanalysisbytheJTEThisensuresthattheALThashigh

incentivestocoopemtewiththeJTEaswell・Ahigherfbcusoncommunicativeactivitiesalsoplaces

higherdemandonALT-JTEcooperationinlessonplanning,whichisessentialtotheincentivesabove．

醜"血加伽c“伽“

AswithALTs,studentincentivesareasvariedasthestudentsthemselves・Somehaveaninterest

infbIBignrelations,media,culture,travel,orothertopicsandthroughthathaveanincentiveto

communicatewiththeALT,butsomedonotsharethatinterest・Somemaywishtoleamtocommunicate

outofanimrinsicloveofleaming,andsomemaywishtouseEnglishintheirfUturecareerpaths,ｂｕｔ

thesearenotvalidasgeneralisationsfbrallstudentsorevenmost､Itjssoundtosay,however,thatjunior

highschoolstudentsdesiretoachievethemarksandtestscor巳snecessalytoattendthehighschoolor

otherinstitutionoftheirchoice、Forsome,thatmaymeanthatvelyhightestsco１℃sa１℃necessary;fbr

others,lowerscoresareneeded,butallstudentswhoplantoattendhighschool(about97％ofjuniorhigh

schoolstudentsaccordingtoMEXT)requirethegradesandtestscoIcsnecessarytodoso・Itcanbe

filrthergeneralisedthatstudentswishtoachievethesescoreswiththeminimumrequi配ｄａｍｏuntofeffbrt

todoso,andthustheyseekthemoste錠ctiveandefficientwayfbrthemtoleamtheskillsnecessary．

Whetherthissetofincentivesiscompatiblewithincreasingfbcusonstudent-generated

communicationintheclassroomdependsonwhethercommunicativeabilitiesarerequiredtoachievethe

厚adesandtestscorestheydesire・Certainly,implementingcommunicativeactivitiesispossibleeven

withoutanystudentassent,butstudententhusiasmfbrandparticipationintheseactivitiesshouldbe

expectedtobehigherifthepemeivedrewardfbractiveparticipationisalsohigh、Theoppositeisalsotrue

inthecaseoflowexpectedretums・Itistherefbreimportanttoestablishthat,first,ａｎincreasein

communicativeabilitylikelycorrespondstoanincreaseintestscores,ａｎｄsecond,thatthestudents

perceivetherelationshipbetweenmarksandcommunicativeproficiencyaspositivelycorrelated．

JZE血“"ZjV“

TheincentivesofJTEsarealsocomplexandposeobstaclestomakinggeneralisations・Thereare

countlessrcasonsfbrbecominganEnglishteacher,andthedesiretoimpartaloveofEnglishorEnglish

communicativeabilityonstudentsmaynotnecessarilybetheJTE，sprimalymotivation・Thecomplex

dynamicofJapanesestaffroomswiththeirdiversedemandsonteachersalsohasaneffbctonthe
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perceivedbenefitsofcertaincoursesofaction・Ifoneisnotexceedinglycynical,however,JTEincentives

canbesummarisedasfbllows：

l)TheJTEwishestoteachsuchthatthestudentswillbemostlikelytoachievetheir

academicandpersonalgoals；

2)TheJTEwishestobeevaluatedasdoinghis/herjobwellbysuperlors,peers,and
●

students；

3)TheJTEwishestohelpstudentsachievetheirgoalsintheeasiestwaypossiblesoas

nottospend(orfbrcestudentstospend)excessiveamountsoftimeorefTbrt

ItcantherefbrebesaidthatJTEincentivesnaturallya１℃alignedwithstudentincentives・Students

wishtoachievetheiracademicandpersonalgoals,andteachersaimtoassistthemindoingso･The

questionofwhetherthesegoalsareinlinewithincreasingstudent-basedcommunicativeactivitiesis

therefbrethesamefbrstudentsasitisfbrteachers・Putsimply,ifimprovementincommunicative

proficiencyhasaperceivedpositivecolTelationwithacademicachievementandtestsco１℃s,teacher

incentivestocultivatecommunicativeproficiencywillbestrong・Conversely,ifcommunicative

proficiencyisseenaslargelyilTelevanttoachievingacademicgoals,thenteacherswillhaveastrong

disincentivetospendtimetothatendasitwouldtakeawayfromtimethatcouldbespentonactivities

withmoredirectbenefit．

ＪTEpemeptionsinthismatterareperhapsthemostimpoltantinthatJTEs,unlikeALTsor

students,determinethecourseofstudy,assiglhomework,maketests,andthusarcmostresponsiblefbr

decidingwhichskill，sdevelopmentisgiventhemostweight・UnlikestudentsandALTs,JTEsalsohave

considembleexperiencewiththeentranceexamsandhavealreadytakenthemthemselves・Theyarethus

inamuchbetterpositiontojudgewhatskillsareandarenotnecessaly．

伽sJUJW"dzZjo〃

Makinggeneralisationsinevitablyrequiresthatimportantdetailsandconditionsareomitted・

Whilenotdiscussedhere,individualpersonalityandinterpersonalrelationshipscanplayanimportantrole

inlanguageleaming(Shumann,1978;Skehan,1989),andtheneedtovaIylessonmaterialandcreate

enjoyablelessonsisalsoapparent(Domyei,2005).EvaluatingthesituationけomaveIybasiclevelof

cost-benefitanalysis,however,itcanstillbesaidthatALTshavestrongincentivestopromotestudent

communicationOntheotherhand,ifindividualcircumstancesareremoved,itcanbesaidthatstudents

haveincentivetodocommunicativeactivitiesoverotherfbrmsofstudyingonlｙｉｎｓｏｍｕｃｈａｓｔｈｅｙ
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perceivethatitwillhaveag1℃aterpositiveeffectontheirbroaderacademicgoals・Byextension,JTEs

alsohaveanincentivetoincorporateagreaterfbcusoncommunicationonlyinsomuchastheyperceive

thatitwillenhancestudentacademicperfbmance研

Therefb肥,theentmnceexaminationsthatarecentraltostudentacademicpro画essarealsocemal

totheproblemlfcommunicativeproficiencyisrequi１℃dinoIdertoachievehighmarksonthehigh

schoolentmnceexaminations,thenitbecomesessentialtopromotethatskill，sdevelopment,andboth

JTEsandstudentswillhavestrongincentivestodoso・Ifnot,thenbothJTEsandstudentswillhaveweak

incentivestodoso・Itfbllowsthat，ｉｎordertoincorporategreaterfbcusoncommunicationinthe

classroom,itisfirstnecessarythattheexamsplaceweightoncommunicativeprowess(Bachman,1990)．

AssumingthatcommunicativeproficiencyisinfactacentralgoalasstａｔｅｄｂｙＭＥＸＴ,andrephmsingthis

conclusionfiromatestwriter，sperspective,wecansummarisethat：

Toenactmorecommunicativeactivitiesintheclassroomandthustopromotestudent

communicativeabilitiesinEnglish,itisnecessaIythatthetestsevaluatetheabilityof

studentstocommunicateinEnglish．

TheCurrentTests

Itcanbeunambiguouslyshown,however,thatthehighschoolentranceexaminationscuITently

usedbypublicschoolsacrossthecountrydonotplaceemphasisonstudentcommunicativepmficiency，

Thiscanbeshowninseveralways．

助ace./br醜"此”〃ヶ伽９

Evaluatingspeakingabilitiesonnationalentranceexamsisanearpracticalimpossibility,andthus

inoIdertoevaluatetheabilityofstudentstocreatetheirownmeaningfUlstatementsinEnglish,their

writingskillsmustbetested・Onmanycurrentnationally-usedexamanswersheets,however,thereisonly

onespaceallottedfbrstudent-generatedwriting・Inaddition,takingtheexampleoftheEnglishentrance

examfiromAkitaprefbcturein2008,ｅｖｅｎifweevaluatetheEnglishthatstudentsareaskedtoextractand

copydirectlyfiPomthetextasexamplesofstudentwritinginEnglish-whichis,needlesstosay,a

questionablesourcefbrevaluatingcommunicativeability-therearethenstillonlythreespacesallotted

ontheentir℃examwhichaccountintotalfbrl０％ofthefinalgrade．

Ontheotherhand,therearefivesuchspacesallottedfbrwritinginJapanese(accountingfbr15％

ofthetotalscorG),andwhentakingintoaccountsingle-wordanswerspacesandmultiplechoiceblanks,a

studentwhocompletestheexamanswersmo雁questionsinJapanesethaninEnglisｈｂｙａｒａｔｉｏｏｆｍｏｒｅ
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than2:1．Whilethetextsandvocabularyusedvary,itshouldbenotedthattheexamsusedinthe

prefbctu妃sofChiba,Aomori,Hyogo,Iwate,Osaka,andEhimedidnotdeviatesignificantlyfiromthese

ratiosandpercentagesandthatnone1℃quiredmor巳thanfivesentencesofEnglishwriting.’

α"舵”〃鋤eCb”“jrjWzQ"“”"御

Evenwithinthelimitedspacefbrstudent-generatedcomposition,however,studentsarenotasked

todemonstratecommandofthegrammarorvocabularytheyleamasthird-yearstudents・Retumingtothe

Akitaprefectureexamfbr2008,inthesolecompositionquestion,Studentswereaskedtowritethree

sentencesinEnglishaboutahobbyoftheirchoice・Theanswersheetprovidestwoexamplesofamodel

studentresponse：

‘‘Ilikeplayingbaseballbecauseit，svelyexciting・Istartedplayingbaseballwhenl

wastenlwanttobeagoodbaseballplayerlikelchiro.，，

‘‘Myhobbyiscooking・IcookwithmymothereveIySunday・Ilikemaking

sandwiches，Myfatherenjoyseatingmysandwiches.，，
●

Takingasidethecontentitselfandthequestionofwhetherornotone，sfather，senjoymentof

sandwichesfallsunderthebracketofone，shobby,thereisnoexampleofgrammarorvocabulary

presentedinthestudents，thirdyearofstudycontainedinthesamples・Passivevoice,theｐ１℃sentperfbct

tense,1℃lativepronouns,andevensimplywords分omthethird-yearcourseofstudyareentirElyabsent・

Moreover,thisisnotsimplyanexampleofasatisfactolyanswer,butratherthetwosamplesaresuggested

asjdbaﾉstudentresponsesrequiringnofilrtheradditiontoobtainaperfectscore・Infact,itistheoretically

possibletoreceivefUllmarksonthisquestionwithoutincludingevensecond-yeargrammarand

vocabulary,asusethereofdoesnotfallundertheevaluationcriteria・Inshort,studentsatnopointinthe

examarerequiredtodemonstratetheirabilitytocommunicateatathird-yearlevelinwriting．

Lackq/､Mzzjl'ｅＥ"g焔ル加卯ヶ伽g“”“

Whilelessdirectlydemonstrativeofcommunicationskills,beingabletointerpretwrittenEnglish

showsthestudents，gaspofvocabulalyandhowthosewordsareusedtocreatemeaning・Giventhis，

studentsandJTEswouldhavestrongincentivesintheveIyleasttohavetheALThelpexplainnativeword

usageandperhapscreatewritingsamplesthatcouldbeusedfbrtestpractice・However,theactualexam，ｓ

ﾕItispossiblethatotherprefecturesalsofOllowedthisformat,butgiventimeconstraintsonlythetestsfromthe

prefecturesIistedabovewereexaminedinthisstudy．
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writingsamplescontainseveralexamplesofmistakesthatarenot妃adilyunderstandablebyanative

speakerandarethusnotstronglycolTelatedtoreadingactivitiesinvolvingtheALT・Forthesakeof

consistency,belowa１℃someexamples廿omthesameAkitaprefもcturalexamasbefb１℃：

‘‘B""なａｌｓｏ”po"”rZo肋加ﾉtw"rZhgy"eed，，

‘‘cと、､ﾉﾋzp”esepeqpﾉｅｇＤｍｕ【ｓ４．０〃肋ｅｐｍｇ７ｍ"？'，

Theseareexamplesof"overterTors''一thatistosay,outrightgrammaticalmistakes、

TheUnitedStatesismissinganarticle,ａｎｄｔｈｅｖｅｒｂ"ｔｏthink,，，whichcannotnormally

takeadirectobject,isusedincorrectly．

‘7耐α腕α7Ｗ上Ipa71esepeqpノセｗﾙoﾉo伽ｅＪ姉prog7zJ碗ａｒＭＪｱ．j、α”o".',

Whilegrammaticallysound,thisisanexampleofinco汀ectcontextualusage・Ｔｈｅｖｅｒｂ

"tojoin"isincorrectlyusedtosignifyprogramparticipation．

‘７６e"evedzﾙｅｐ此獅ｗｏ"〃gjvezﾙe”αcAzJ77cem騨加o"牢Ｉｒﾙoz4gﾉｸﾉ〃ｗｏ"〃αZsogVea

cﾙ”ceroso腕e･ﾉﾋﾘp”esepeQpた.'，

ThisisperhapsamorcimportantexampleofunnatuIalEnglishfbrthepointathand・

ThesecondsentenceisbothgXammaticallysoundandemployscoITectwordusagein

context,yetanativespeakerhasdifficultyunderstandingitbecauseofthesentence'ｓ

intemalrhythmandparallelswiththesentenceprecedingit．

Asevidencethattheseerrorsarenotlimitedtoonetestoroneprefecture,thefbllowingexample

fiFomthe2007testinChibaprefecturecontainsbothgrammaticalandcontextualerrorsinthesame

sentence：．

‘‘Becaz4seルｅｗ“sz"1prなedjMh71tlsp”e"応“ノヒビゴル”αpro6ﾉe耐.'’Thisisbothasentence

firagmentandcuriouslypairs‘‘ａproblem，，withtheverb‘‘ｔｏask.，，

ThereareplentifUlotherexamplesfi℃mothertests(aswellasmo唾examplesfiPombothofthe

testscitedabove),butthepointisclearwithoutfmrthernitpicking・Whilesomemistakesa１℃inevitablein

thetest-makingprocess,thenumberandnatu1℃ofthemistakesmakesitabundantlyclearthatnative
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speakersfirstdidnotwritethetestsamples,andsecondwerenotemployedtoanysiglificantdegreeinthe

editingofthosesamples・ThetextscontainedintheentranceexamsarenotexamplesofnativeEnglish，

anditistherefb応questionabletowhatdegreereadingsamplesofnativeEnglishandhavingtheALT

explainnativeusageise鮭ctiveastestpreparationincomparisontotakingsampleexamsandother

studyingmethodS・Indeed,itcouldevenbeargUedthatifanALThad,fbrexample,insistedonexplaining

thecoITectnativeusageoftheverb"tojoin"or"tothink,，，studentsinthatclassmighthavebeenconfilsed

anddistressedwhentakingthe2008Akitaexam．

TheFailureoftheCur１℃ntTestsandNeedfbrChange

ItisclearfromtheevidenceabovethattheexamsastheyareculTentlydesi2medfhiltotest

studentsontheirabilitytocommunicateinEnglish・AstudentwhowritesnotasingleworｄｏｆＥnglishon

theexamcanreceiveupto76％onbothofthetestscited,andstudentswhodonotuseanyofthegrammar

orvocabulalyfromtheirthird-yearcoursematerialintheirownoriginalwritingcanreceiveuptoaperfect

scorePassingtheentranceexamsisthe”fbrenotproofofastudent，sabilitytousethegrammarand

vocabulalyleamedinthecourseofstudy,andvicariouslyfailingtheexamsisnotnecessarilyproofofa

student，slackofabilitytodoso・Consequently,thetestsapprovedbyMEXTcannotbesaidtosatisfj/the

goalstheMinistlyitselfespouses,ａｎｄthetestsnotonlyfailasevaluatorsofstudentcommunicative

ability,butindeedtheyfailasexa碗s(BachmanandPalmer,1996)．

ltfilrtherfbllowsthat,giventheculTentexams,improvingastudent，scommunicativeproficiency

inEnglishandincreasingfbcusoncommunicationintheclassroomarenotinlinewithstudentandJTE

incentivestoachievehightestscores、Whilestudentsmaynotnecessarilybeawareofthis,JTEsmost

likelyare，ItisonlynaturalthatJTEsarethenhesitanttoincorporategreatercommunication-fbcused

activities-orindeed,activitiesthatinvolvetheALTatall-excepttoensurethatstudentsremain

motivatedandinterestedinleamingasthisisessentialfbroverallstudentperfbrmance(Gardner,2001；

Maclntyre,2002).Hence,theALT，scmTentlimiteduseasa"Ｃａn℃tonastick"ishighlypredictableand

appropriateinregardstoexampreparationasfbcusingheavilyonclassroomcommunicationisnot

necessarilythemosteHectivemethodfbraddressingthestudents，priorities．

lntermsofthestudent，sneeds,theabilitytospeakEnglishasal5-year-oldpalesincomparison

totheabilitytoenterthestudent，shighschoolofchoiceandcontinuetoadvanceacademicallyand

socially・ItistheI巳fbrebothine齢ctiveand,toadegPee,inPesponsibletorecommendenacti､gchangesin

theclassmomwithoutfirstaddressingtheabundantfailuresintheentranceexamsthemselves．
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WhatChangeEntailS

Thereismuchdisagreementamongstscholarsastohowtoeffectivelytestcommunicative

competence,yetthereisnodisagreementthatwithouthavingthestudentsactuallyattemptcommunication

intheL2,anyattempttoextmpolatestudentlevelsofcommunicativeproficiencyisimpossible(Corder，

1967;Crookes,1991;Nassaji,2004).Thefbcusofthispaperisnottolayoutanewexaminationfbrmat

assuch・Rather,thispaperarguessimplythatstudentsmustbemadetodemonstmtetheirabilitytouse

thegrammarandvocabulalyinwriting．

Forthesakeofclarification,however,onespecificfbImofchangepossibleistorBmovequestions

thataskfbrsinglewordanswersfiPomlongwritingpassages(fbrexample，「長文の(1)にあてはまるも

のを、次のアーエから一つ選び記号で書きなさい」「(2)にあてはまる語を英語一語で書きなさ

い」etc.).Theseareinefficientassourcesofdatainthattheycanbytheirnatm℃onlytestasingle

grammarpointatatime・Theydonottestastudent，sabilitytounderstandthemeaningoftheentire

passageandinterpretthereading,butratheronlytestmemorisationofaparticularrulewithinaparticular

wordfbrmation(Rubin,1975).Extractionquestions(抜き書き)aresimilarlyonlye錠ctiveattestinga

singlegrammarpointanddonotrequi妃studentstounderstandwhatisbeingsaidinthetextthattheyare

askedtocopy・Ontheotherhand,theytakeconsiderabletimetoanswer,andmaybedifficultfbrthose

withexcellentreadingabilitywhosimplyhavelesseffectivetest-takingstrategiesandtimemanagement・

ThesequestionsareabundantonEnglishtests,buttheyaIclaIgelyindevanttoastudent，sabilityto

communicateinEnglishandtheirvalidityasquestionsandasamethodofquestioningshouldbeseriously

１℃-evaluate｡、Indeed,ifthestudentswercsimplygiventheindividualsentencefiPomwhichtheproblem

wasderivedandaskedthesamequestion,insteadofhidingthesentenceinlongparagraphs,theendresult

intermsofknowledgedemonstratedwould妃mainthesame．

Inplaceoftheseandotherquestionswithdubiousutility,theexamsareinneedofaspacein

whichstudentsareaskedtowriteinEnglishusingthegrammarand/OrvocabulaIytheyhaveleamed・

Ideally,thiswouldinvolveacriticalthinkingproblemorafbrmofshortcompositionthatcouldnoteasily

bep”pa1℃dinadvance・ThepotentialfbImsofqueStionsthatcanevaluatestudentwrittenproficiency，

though,areinnumerable、Regardlessofthedirectionthatthechangestake,itisclearthattheexamsas

theystandcurI巳ntlyareindefensible・ChangetothemassuchisnecessaIy,intheveryleastbyhavingone

ofthethousandsofnativespeakerscunPentlyintheMinistry，semploymentedittheexamdraftstocatch

OverteITOrS．
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ＷｈｙＨａｖｅｎ，ttheExamSAlreadyChanged？

Discouragingly,velylittleofthispaperpresentsnewinfbrmation・Theineffbctivenessofthe

exams,thelowstudentabilitytocommunicate,theinevitableandunnecessalytensionbetweenALTsand

JTEsoverALTs，utilityintheclassroom,andthenecessitytointroducegreatercommunication-based

evaluationarenotnewideas・Despitethis,Change１℃mainsdistant・Giventheseverityofthesituation,iｔ

isimportanttoaskwhychangehasn，tbeenquicker．

α""”たα”e掘宛ｙ７ｃ”qyなＤ〃どJJ"”Ｍｚ戒

Thisisoftencitedasareasonfbrthecurrenttestfblmat,ａｎｄtheideaitselfcontainssomelogic．

Multiplechoiceandextlactionquestionsorotherproblemsthat妃quirestudentstocopysamplesofthe

textwordfbrwordcanbe獣adedbyteacherswhohavenoknowledgeofEnglish，Increasingtheamount

ofstudentwritingrequiresahigherlevelofEnglishcompetenceonbehalfofthosemarkingtheexams，

andassuchisinconvenientandimpractical．

Thiscomplaint,however,isgPoundlessuponcloserinspection・Thenotionthatmarkingexams

thata１℃soimportantshouldbeanearthoughtlessendeavourthatcanbeeasilydonebysomeonewithno

expertiseinthefieldisabsurd・Indeed,itcanbearguedthatlheexamsfailasindicatorsofstudent

communicativecompetenceunlesstheyatsomepointrequi1℃adegreeofcommunicativecompetencein

Englishtomark．

Ｃｂ"”""jazzh，e児､此花"切施Z肋､e-Cb"s”蝿”Ｍｚ戒

Accordingtothisreasoning,readingthestudents，writingandevaluatingitscorrectnesstakes

considerablymoretimethanmarkingmultiplechoicequestionsorotherquestionswithasinglecon℃ct

answer・Teachersarerequir巳dtomarkhundredsofexamsinavelyshortperiodoftime・Especially

withoutthehelpofteacherswhospecialiseinothersubjects,itistootime-consumingtoincludelarge

writingsectionsintheexams．

Theconcemisreal,andincreasingstudentwritingsectionswillincreasemarkingtime,butthatis

notsufficientreasontopreventchangetothecurrentexams､Efficiencyofmalkingdoesnotjustify

inappropriatenessofexamcontentorquestionstyle・Todemonstratethispointlasanextremeexample,it

wouldbemoretime-efficientfiPomamarkingperspectivetohavetheentireexamconsistofonemultiple

choicequestion,butthatofcoursewoulddefeatthepumoseofgivingtheexaminthefirstplace・

Effectiveevaluationofstudentcommunicativeproficiencyismo1℃time-consuming,moreimportantand

moreusefillthanhollowevaluationofgrammarmemorisation．
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Thisargumentholdsthat,whereasquestionsthathaveasinglｅｃｏｒ１℃ctanswerhaveasingle

correctevaluation,students，originalwritingopensupgmundsfbrvariabilityinstudentscoredepending

ontheadjudicator､Incaseswhereonepointcanmakethediffbrencebetweenastudent，sacceptanceinto

orrGjectionftomaseniorhighschool,thisconcemclearlydemandsseriousattention．

Thisconcemalso,however,doesnotstanduptoscrutiny・Ｔｈｅｎotionthatstudentswillbegraded

basedontheiropinionsandwrittenpe鱈onalityismistakenSimplyput,juniorhighschoolstudentshave

notleamedenoughgammarorvocabulaIybytheendofthreeyearsofEnglishstudytobegradedonthe

flow,persuasivenessoraestheticappealoftheirwritingstyle・Rather,grammaticalandorthogaphic

corT巳ctness(whichareobjective),aswellasinclusionandcolTectusageofrequiredgrammaticalelements

(alsoobjective),arcmoreappropriatetoolsfbrevaluatingstudentresponses､BydeteIminingtheweight

ofthedifferBnttypesoferrorsinadvance,theroomfbrsubjectivityinmarkingbecomesextremelysmall，

Thus,inthecontextoftheseexams,includinglargestudentwritingsectionsdoesnotdramatically

inc肥asethesubjectivityofexammarking．

Morcover,therealreadyisawritingsectionontheexams;thepmblemisnotwhetherornotto

haveasectionofallegedlysuhjectivemarking,butratherhowmuchweightitisgivenandhowmuchis

demandedoftheanswer(s).JTEsalsohavenodoubtexperiencedthatevenquestionstowhichtherewas

intendedtobeonlyoneansweroftenarelaterrevealedtohavesubtlegreyzoneswhicharelefttothe

discretionofthemalkerevenwithinthecurImtexams､Thus,thequestionofsubjectivityisreallya

questionofdegree,ａｎｄａｓｓhownabove,thatde厚eedoesnotsignificantlychangewithincreasestothe

sizeandweightofthewritingsection．

mes"Jdｾ"応Ｈ､，ｅＤ〃c城ﾘﾉＺｅａ、蛇”恥雌

Manyteachersvoiceconcemsthat,thelargerthewritingsectionandthemoreweightitisgiven，

ｔｈｅｍorestudentswillfailtheexams・Studentsallegedlyhaveimmensedifficultyinandanxietytowards

writinginEnglish,anditisdifficulttop1℃parestudentsfbrlargerwritingsectionswheretheanswermust

bethoughtofonthespot・Wewouldtherefbreexpecttoseemanyblankresponsesandadramatic

increaseinstudentstrcss．

Ｔｈｉｓargument,howeverうislogicallyflawedinmultipleways・Asshownearlier,thestudents

aren，tcuITentlytestedontheirabilitytousethegrammarandvocabularyinwritingontheexams,sotheir

actualabilitytowriteisnotcurTentlyquantifiable・Theyhavenotprepa１℃dfbrexamsthat妃quiretheir
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useofthegrammarandvocabulary,anditisthusimpossiblefbrustojudgeinadvancewhetherornot

theywouldbeabletoadapttothesehypotheticalchanges､Itmaybenecessalytoadjustthedifficulty

levelandexpectationsoftheexamquestionsovertime,butthenecessityofevaluatingstudent

communicativeproficiencyremainsunchanged．

Moreimportantly,however,isthatstudentswhoaren，tabletowriteinEnglishatathird-year

levelsﾙozｲﾉﾋjIinfact,notdowellontheexams・Studentswhoareabletocommunicateshouldbegraded

highlyassuch,andstudentsfbrwhomtheabilitytounderstandanduseEnglishremainselusiveshould

findhightestmarkstobeequallyso・Thatisexactlythepoint．

"な〃“/brJms”４L耐”Dec雄

IntheJapaneseeducationsystem,itisnoteasytoenactsystematicchangefiPomthebottom-up・

EvenifJTEs,ALTs,andstudentsacrossJapanunanimouslyagreedthattheexamsshouldbechangedto

allowfbrg１℃aterfbcusoncommunicationintheclassmom(whichofcourseisnotthecase),itwouldstill

notnecessarilyresultinchangestoexamfbrmattinginthesholt-teml・Itisnottheintentofthispaperぅ

however,toadvocatethatJTEsunilaterallychangeexams,butrathersimplytodemonstratethattheexams

unequivocallyrequirechange・Itishightimethattheexamsgiventostudentsreflectthevaluesthe

examineesthemselvesespouse・Thepoliticaleaseandpracticalityofimplementingthatchangeis，

obviously,i汀elevanttotherealneedsofstudentsandofJapanesefbreignlanguageeducationasawhole．

Conclusi⑪、

AccordingtoleadingexpertsinSLA,EFL,andevenMEXTitselfimplementingmo妃

communication-basedactivitiesintheclassroomwouldbeeffectivefromateachingperspective,ateam-

teachingperspective,andalsofiomaleamingperspective・BymakinguseofALTsfbrwhotheyare-a

nativeuserofthｅＬ２,notａ趣ammarinstructor-commlmicativeactivitiesincreaseALTutilityand

satisfaction,whilesimultaneouslyhelpingthestudentstoleamandrememberthegammarand

vocabulary,ａｎｄofferinggreatincentivesfbrinc１℃asedcooperationandinteractionbetweenALTsand

JTEs．

ThebenefitstoincreasingcommunicativeactivitiesaregPeat,butthedisincentivestodoso

remainprohibitivelyhighbecauseoftheconstraintsofthehighschoolentIanceexaminationsystemThe

examsdonotevaluatestudentabilitytocommunicateinEnglish,andassuch,studentandJTEincentives

tofbcusoncommunicativeabilityislow,andJTEsandALTsareunnecessarilypositionedinconflictwith

eachother・Inordertoachievebetterteamteaching,itisthe妃fbrenecessarytochangethefbrmatofthe
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highschoolentranceexamsthemselves・JTEs,ALTs,andadministmtorslargelyarealreadyawal巳ofthis

need;itrequiresonlythecourageandconvictiontoactonit．
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