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"Congrucence of Plane Figures" As Taught in the Japanese Curriculum

ITAGAKI Yoshio
Miyagi University of Education

[n the 1970', in implementing the new mathematics curriculum in Japan from
Elementary School to High School. subject matter was largely changed. And. as it
was not very successful when it comes to actual tcaching, the curriculum was
reconstructed in the 1980's with "coming back 1o basics" as its very core, and again,
in the 1990's. However, the teaching process of the concept "congruence" has
always been the same as in the 1970's.

We discuss the "non-utility of introducing congruence" through translations and
reflection, from the psychological and theoretical point of view using Euclid's
Elements as an example.

Comparing the curriculum to that of China, we may observe that Chinese
mathematics text-books take classical process such as {igure-constructing, axiomatic,
synthetic and intensive-teaching,
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