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Oral cavity health and dental health behavior among
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This study aimed to clarify the state of oral cavity health and the dental health behavior among pediatric cancer
patients after they are discharged from a hospital environment. We obtained consent to participate from 66 subjects
comprising children who had been treated for pediatric cancer at and discharged from two general hospitals in City
A and their parents, and structured interviews. Among the respondents, 47 (71.2%) reported that the children had
dental caries and 17 (25.8%) reported that the dental caries affected five or more teeth. The incidence was high among
those who had undergone hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (p<0.05) and those who had undergone radiation
therapy (p<0.01). Among children who had undergone hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, the incidence was
high in children who were younger than 3 years old when they began undergoing treatment (p<0.05). For dysplasia,
the incidence was high for children who had undergone hematopoietic stem cell transplantation and those who had
undergone radiation therapy (p<0.01). Among children who had undergone hematopoietic stem cell transplantation,
there was a high incidence of microdontia or congenital lack of teeth for children who were younger than 3 years old
when they began chemotherapy (p<0.05). Over 90% of the children were currently brushing their teeth twice a day.
Approximately 70% of the children had been told the name of their illness, and fewer than 30% were receiving regular
dental checkups. It is important to ensure that patients and parents are provided with information about late dental
complications and emphasize the necessity for regular dental checkups. It is necessary to provide guidance on the need

for dentist consultation for about late effects.

48 KRR BIGLE 288 H1s





