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Surveying the ups and downs of “Kangaekata Kenkyusha (juku-company)”
before the war, it is tried to find out a way of teaching mathematics for the
people of the masses in Japan

ITAGAKI Yoshio
(Professor Emeritus, Miyagi University of Education)

After the Meiji Restoration, Western political, judicial and military institutions
were adopted, and modern educational system was introduced into Japan in 1872,
From primary school, text-books with horizontal writing were used, and calculation
with figures not with abacus was taught. We survey the change of teaching
mathematics after the Meiji era by talking about Ryozo Fujimori(1882~1946) who
was a teacher of secondary schools for a while and organized a supplementary
private school for entrance examinees. We also survey the work of Matsusaburo
Fujiwara(1881~1946) who graduated Tokyo university, went to Géttingen, and
became a professor of Tohoku University nationally thirdly established in 1911.
After retiring Univ. he was engaged in the study of “Wasan” in Edo era, namely
mathematics before the Meiji .

In 1945 Japan was defeated in Word War II. The war left much of the country’s
industry and infrastructure destroyed. Japan was occupied for the first time in its
history, from 1945 to 1951.

In the latter half of this paper §6~§9, we research the identity for the
mathematics teaching in our country which would be understandable for people
beyond the mathematics itself. That must be taught plainly, straightforward, and
naturally with Japanese language.

Keywords: national university, private cram school, occupation after the war,
algebraic formulae, transposing of polynomial, quadratic equation
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