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Summary

With an aim to develop the appropriate method
for teaching Japanese essay writing to Japanese
elementary school students, in this study the author
analyses a class taught by a skilled teacher which
focuses on the ability to avoid errors and to find and
correct them when they make such errors. In the
class the teacher adopted the following procedures:
(1) finding errors contained in the illustrated
sentences, in order to raise the students’ awareness
on avoiding errors before they actually write an
essay; (2) reading their essay by themselves
after writing it; and (3) reading some classmates’
essays and discussing them, in order to find and
correct errors. The analysis of the class reveals the
following findings: (1) it is difficult for students to
avoid or find and correct their errors by their own
efforts; (2) the activity of finding errors contained
in illustrative sentences is effective, yet it will not
prevent them from making other types of errors;
(3) the activity of discussing their essays with
their classmates has a supplementary effect on the
limitations of a self-review activity; (4) the above-
mentioned procedures will be more effective if they
are adopted continuously in class. (195 words)

Key Words : Japanese language,
composition/essay writing,
error, illustrative sentence,

elaboration, cooperation

(Received December 28, 2018)
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