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What kind of nothing is my own death? An approach from psychopathology

Yoshitsugu Nirvama

Graduate School of Health Sciences Akita University

Is death “complete non-existence” or “incomplete non-existence”? First of all, assuming my own death will be
“complete non-existence”, the utterance “that I am not” would be an error from the perspective of pragmatics. In
everyday conversation, however, this seems as if it were not a mistake. Let us examine why. In this process, from the
viewpoint of the clinical features of Capgras syndrome, the second person has duality; in other words, there are two
cases—one where the second person has “haecceity” and one where the second person does not have “haecceity”.
This duality creates the illusion that the utterance “that I am not” is established. Ultimately, the utterance “that I am
not” cannot be established, and “complete non-existence” in fact means not my own death but the deaths of others.
Next, let us assume that my own death will be “incomplete non-existence”. At that time, could the “incomplete non-
existence” of my own death exist independently without fusing with the “incomplete non-existence” of others’ deaths?
In this process, from the viewpoint of the clinical features of Doppelgdnger syndrome, the identity of the existence is
confirmed as a fundamental principle. From this, my “incomplete non-existence” would link with my living “uniqueness”
by the fundamental principle of identity and this identity brings the property of “uniqueness” to “incomplete non-

existence”. Therefore, my “incomplete non-existence” will continue to be a full independent existence after death.
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