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Aspects of Rationality

TACHIBANA, Kiichi

Abstract

It is taken for granted that “Man is a rational animal” is an Aristotle’s famous definition of human beings. As
the adjective which expresses the characteristic of human beings the term, “rational”, is used. According to
Aristotle, rationality is the essence of human beings. In the Western tradition rationality has a supreme value in
human beings’ words and deeds. In Japan, however, rationality seems not to be taken to be a positive concept, but

rather to be a negative one. There are various aspects in rationality. In this paper I shall consider them and point out

there are certainly some positive values which rationality possesses.
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% ZOTERE XTI ALROERTH S (—/ %, wH/EE, ER/ R, 6/, Bk, F4),
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) T, ACEER EREEROFEH O WSS D
AT E, PHERRVILII O B I LIRS, $ED
BOLPPIT T > TWVWD, 51T, KEEiR i I3
EIZY7: 288 L MOS8 X 2 BATER H 72
D o#EDZOFE, BFNERL, BEOZLOHER
DA, FHOEMHL, FhboFa bt () o
AL ZOFREBICESCHEROBIES, S o IHENICH
ECk ) AT RTA RS 5 2 L 5T B AR
ToTWBIZEDATENDESLS (& HAEN LA

27 RV RADER DL OFEEIC iﬁéﬂaﬁﬁzﬁi‘zﬁuﬁl’), ERPLEEPDITONTREITELL D,
IONTE»LKASLIT
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28 Karl R. Popper, Conjectures and Refutations.: The Growth of Scientific Knowledge, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1963, pp. 34-37.
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