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Analysis of the status of use of closed schools in Akita Prefecture
-Investigation of 130 public schools closed between the 2002 and 2011 fiscal years-
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Division of Regional Studies, Faculty of Education and Human Studies, Akita University

Abstract
With the decrease in the number of children, 4709 public elementary, junior-high, and high schools across Japan were
closed over the decade from the 2002 to 2011 fiscal years. In the wake of these closures, 4222 former school buildings
remain. Seventy percent of them are used as community centers and sports facilities. There are no plans for the use of the
remaining 30%. Moreover, the status of use of the sites of the nearly 500 buildings that were demolished was not studied
in the survey conducted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Here, we used surveys and

questionnaires of all cities, towns, and villages in Akita Prefecture to analyze the current status of, and issues associated

with, closed school buildings and sites.
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