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The Sprouting of Economic Novel about 1930:

Similarities between Proletarian School and New Art School

YAMAZAKI, Yoshimitsu

Abstract

About 1930, two literary schools, Proletarian School and New Art School (Shinkogeijutsu-ha), attracted
attention in the Japanese literary world. In the studies of Japanese modern literature, these two have been argued
separately as the opposing schools of the political and the artistic avant-garde. However, there is commonality that
the contemporaneity around 1930 and the impact of economy on society are the themes of the novels. In this paper,
from the viewpoint of such commonality, we will take up the following two works that show the sprouting of
economic novel. They are “Kyoukou” (Panic, 1929) written by Einosuke Ito and “Jinsei Tokkyu (Life Express,
1932) by Toyohiko Kuno. The theme of "Kyoukou" was the current state of the Japanese society that represented
the Showa financial crisis in 1927 as a model. "Jinsei Tokkyu" depicted the Japanese society in 1932 that was
influenced by the financial capitalism from a critical viewpoint of Marxism. Both Proletarian School and New Art
School tried “co-writing” (Kyoudouseisaku) novels in 1930. This is because they tried to draw out the current
society diversely from a broad perspective. However, that caused the loss of the role as avant-garde for the two
literary schools.
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