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Abstract

It is presumed that parental cancer have difficulties and hopes; however, studies elucidating the overall picture do
not exist. The present study aimed to obtain an overview of the studies related to the difficulties and hopes arising from
the relationships of cancer patients with their children, and to elucidate research trends and future challenges. Method-
ology: We searched for original papers published in the past 10 years in the Japan Medical Abstracts Society (web ver-
sion) and SCOPUS using the fixed keywords “parent” and “cancer”, and different combinations of the keywords “hope”,

» o«

“difficulties”, “recognition”, “consciousness”, and “paternity”. We obtained 14 papers. Most of the study targets were

mothers, and most of the content was related to difficulties faced. Cancer patients with children faced the following

» o«

psychological difficulties”,

» o«

difficulties: “difficulty of restricted role owing to physical problems”, social difficulties”, and

“difficulties related to future of the children”. In addition, the cancer patients had the following hopes: “to get emotional

» o«

support and encouragement from the children”, “significance of existence as a parent”, “development of children”, and
“changes in interfamilial relationships”. The relative factors were classified into individual factors, family-related factors,
disease-related factors, and environmental factors. However, the results of the present study are limited, and need to be

substantiated with nation-wide cross-sectional questionnaire surveys that focus on cancer patients with children.
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