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Summary

With an aim to develop the appropriate method
for teaching Japanese essay writing to Japanese
elementary school students, in this paper the
author analyses errors found in their essays. A
total of 158 errors were collected and they were
classified according to the students’ grades, the unit
of language, types of errors and possible causing
factors. The results of the examination showed
that, in all grades, errors related to the “sounds and
letters” appeared frequently, caused by mishearing
and lack of attention. In addition, from the viewpoint
of unit of language, errors were found most
frequently in the “sounds and letters,” especially
prolonged sounds. Furthermore, of the errors related
to “sounds and letters,” most fell in the categories of
“missing” and “mistake, nonuse and shortage,” the
latter of which was most frequent.

As for possible causing factors, low awareness
was the most frequent factor, and more than half
of the errors were related to the students’ use of
colloquial expressions in the units of “sounds and
letters” and “words,” in which all the errors fell
in the category of “misapprehension, nonuse and
shortage.” (179 words)

Key Words : elementary school students,
Japanese language,
composition/essay writing,

error, factor, teaching method
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