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Abstract
Cancer is a major public health problem in Japan. In Akita, it was imperative that we improved

treatment outcomes for gastric and colon cancer surgery because of the high mortality rate.
Akita University in collaboration with Tokyo Medical and Dental University established a new
project under the auspices of the Promotion Plan for the Platform of Human Resource Develop-
ment for Cancer. On the basis of this project, minimally invasive surgery, i.e., laparoscopic gas-
trectomy and colectomy, was introduced to two community hospitals in Akita. For two years and
nine months beginning in July 2013, 26 gastric cancer and 13 colon cancer operations were per-

Correspondence : Satoru Motoyama

Department of Comprehensive Cancer Control, Akita
University Graduate School of Medicine, 1-1-1 Hondo,
Akita 010-8543, Japan

Tel : 81-18-884-6132

Fax : 81-18-836-2615

E-mail : motoyama@doc.med.akita-u.ac.jp



Akita University

(52) Yl A 7 TG T A T 2 7 0 Y 2 )

formed curatively, and all patients were discharged. We plan to continue this project and laparo-

scopic surgery training in the hopes that it will lead to further improvement in the level of care at

community hospitals in Akita.
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