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Summary
Japan's revised Course of Study (Gakushu shido
yoryo) particularly insists that the moral class
teaching should be reorganized by corresponding
to the different developmental levels of morality
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among children and also by introducing the active-
learning. This paper argues how these two points
can be successfully achieved at Japanese junior
high schools.

Our Moral, or “Watashitachino dotoku”, a new
workbook the Ministry of Education introduced
before the revision, was a well-designed and easy-
to-use material in terms of organizing a moral
class with a plenty of students’ activities involved.
With this workbook, together with the previous
Course of Study, it seems that there is no strong
reason to insist those two points in the new Corse
of Study.

This paper, however, reveals the significance of
underlining the two points that the differences in
morality, values and characters among children can
be considered and deliberately used as vital factors
to stimulate thinking and promote discussions
among students. This will allow teachers to realize
‘thinking and discussing’ moral class the Ministry
of Education intends to achieve.

This paper also points out that teachers are
required to be capable of properly understanding
such differences in order to apply them to the
class and maintain good human relations between
teachers and students and also among themselves
for effective discussions. This is indeed a matter of
how well teachers observe and organize students
in daily school life situations; the success and
failure of moral class depends on the quality of
management of the class.

Key Words : moral education, the Course of Study,
Our Moral (Watashitachino dotoku),
stages of moral development,
improvement of instructional
methods.
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