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Summary

Responding to the partial revision of the School
Education Act in 2015 which institutionalized
"compulsory education school”, some municipal
boards of education in Akita have started to work
on a detailed study of establishing combined primary
and lower secondary schools and less-combined
primary schools and lower secondary schools
(tentative name).

In this study, we examined the current status,
achievements and problems of the cooperative
education between primary and lower secondary
schools in Akita Prefecture as well as the opinions
of the municipal education committees toward
educational continuity from primary through lower
secondary levels. Results revealed that the growing
trend to establish combined primary and lower
secondary schools is strongly associated with the
motive to enhance the academic development and
student guidance as well as declining birth rates.
Studies also revealed that those municipals tend to
place a higher importance on abstract matters such
as teachers' motivation and education curriculum of
nine years rather than tangible matters like facilities
and equipment.

Key Words : Cooperative and Unified Education
Between Primary and Lower Secondary
Schools, Curriculum Development,

Management Resources
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