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ABSTRACT

The Grameen Bank in Bangladesh is well known for extending small-uncollateralized
loans to women living in rural villages who were previously excluded from receiving any
kind of bank loan. In 1984, the bank started a housing loan program for the purpose of
improving the inadequate housing environment such as rain leaks and flooding. Today,
one out of four people with a loan from the Grameen Bank lives in housing built by the
housing loan program and majority of them are women.

This article first introduces the current situation of women in poverty, and gives an
overview of housing loan programs and a general idea of women’s assets. Then, based on
the author’s research, it discusses women who are likely to be placed in an unstable posi-
tion in the family, particularly in light of their assets, by comparing women who success-
fully own a house through the housing loan program and those who do not use the pro-
gram.
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The research revealed the following five points : (1) In order to own houses, women
gain cooperation from men (mostly their husbands) in the form of land transfer. (2) The
mechanism of the housing loan program protects women as house owners or landowners.
(3) A house itself becomes a major asset for a woman. (4) A house secures a permanent
place for a woman to live, most likely being kept even after she gets old. (5) Letting a
house or room contributes to financial stability. In consideration of these, it is obvious that
the housing loan program brings legal, financial and social stability to women'’s lives.
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