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The influence of posture on attention functions in
hemiplegic stroke patients
— Focusing on the differences in sitting and standing posture —

Kaho MiuraA” Takasi IsHIkawA™"

0 Research Institute for Brain and Blood Vessels-Akita
0 O Department of Occupational Therapy, Akita University Graduate School of Health Sciences

Neuropsychological test results do not reveal the decrease in the attention functions of hemiplegic
stroke patients and there are many cases in which attentional disturbance is found during movement. The
main purpose of this study was to determine the association between the balance and attention abilities of
stroke patients. We also aimed to examine the effect of posture on the patients’ attention functions. The
subjects included 8 patients with attentional disorders. Over a five-day period, the subjects conducted a
cancellation task while sitting or standing. We performed a TMT to examine the immediate effects before
and after a one-day training task. Furthermore, we used the Kanahiroi test to examine the effects of the
condition of the subjects’ sitting and standing posture. In occupational therapy, performing a cognitive
task was thought to contribute to the greater improvement of attentional disorders. Furthermore it was
considered necessary to perform the task under practical conditions that were closer in nature to activities
of daily life.
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