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Risk image and the associated factors affecting work-related
risks among nurses

Maki YosHipA” Makiko Hasese""

O lwate Medical University Hospital
0 O Graduate School of Health Sciences, Akita University

Abstract:

The objective of the present study was to clarify the effect of risk image and factors on work-related
risk factors among nurses. An unspecified, self-reported questionnaire survey was distributed by mail to
900 nurses from 300 nationwide hospitals. Work-related risk factors included the following six factors:
tuberculosis, hepatitis, HIV, radiation, latex, and anti-cancer drugs. The survey contents included
knowledge with respect to risk factors, the presence danger due to risk factors, and the understanding of
risk image. These aspects were investigated in seven stages by the SD method, using the “risk image
scale” as a reference. The subjects demonstrated the highest level of knowledge on the risk factors
associated with hepatitis (65.80), while latex (78.20) had the highest rate among subjects of the low
knowledge group. Hepatitis (52.90) had the highest rate of nurses who responded, “yes,” to experiences of
danger due to risk factors. Regarding the present state of risk image with respect to each risk factor,
hepatitis and HIV had the highest threat level, with novel items showing the highest values. In the
comparison of the attributes associated with risk image, the unknown and novel values were low in groups
who had experience in a high-risk settings with hepatitis, anti-cancer drugs, and tuberculosis. Moreover,
knowledge, experience, and years of experience as a nurse may play a part in risk image. The results
suggest the need to reconsider continuous education in order for nurses to take preventive actions to
protect against work-related risk factors and indicated that education is connected with changes in
behavior.
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