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Talking about encountering lelembut ‘spirit and ghost’ in Javanese

Yoshimi MIYAKE
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This paper will discuss the use of the choice of verbs
in Javanese narratives on their experiences of encountering
ghosts/spirits.

Studying the structure of Javanese narratives on their
experience leads to a question about the narrator’s choice
of verbs. Depending on the knowledge and proximity
toward mysterious objects such as ghost/spirit, the narrator
differentiates voice and aspects of the verbs. The diversity
of the experiences of a variety of ghosts and spirits is
reflected in the choice and form of verbs. I will
demonstrate the verbs, tense, aspect of modality of each of
the verbs used in narratives on encounters with different
spirits/ghosts.

The data comes from 20 Javanese stories of
experiences of encountering ghosts or spirits, generally
called lelembut. Two of them come from narratives by my
acquaintances while others are from Javanese weekly
magazine Djaka Lodang, which has three full page article
jagading lelembut ‘lit. the world of ghosts’, in which the
writer narrates his/her experience of encountering ghosts/

spirits every week.
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Jagading Lelembut ‘The World of
Spirits’
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1. Lelembut OF#¥E
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. Lelembut & O BILHE & B3

Lelembutt D75, Lelembut OFEIHIZ X - T, EIZ
RD 4 DDOFEDEDINDL o

1. ana

exist Wb, Hb
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(1) Tanpa

2. keprungu
tohear ] Z %2 %  4mkerungu ‘to hear [’ <=

rungu ‘to listen to’ I <

3. diweruhi
PASSIVE-to get to know 4= weruh %1%

4. diwedeni
PASSIVE ‘to threaten, ®wedeni [fi2s5¥ %, %3

Ko7 v arilBnT, ZNEROHEFICOWTH]
XERBLTHWT 5,

. Existential verb /A E8)il ana "5, 5, Ho7z,

Wi

WSS —ET, LrdZNB{ENRLOTH-
G, Tollsvg, FELF - HEFIE, EAE)
Flana ‘WA, BbH, Wiz, Hoio T EMHALTH
B35, [~&HA] LI BBROBHFAH»Z IR
ETHLIERHEHLTBIRETH S,

B 55547 1. Simbah Pikun RHSRERLE
DOHEW

dingerteni sangkan paraning dumadi,

without di-reach  meditation

ngerti-ngerti  ana simbah pikun.

came to know thereis  grandma old

Rambute diore meh  sabokong dawane.
hair-e done almost around waist
Sandhangane lumrah pawongan Jawa,

cloothes ordinary maid Javanese
jaringan lan  nganggo kemben,

wearing and wear kemben (chest wrapper)
Klambine kebaya, nanging ora dibenikake.
outfit kebaya  but NEG.  di-hook

The outfit is kebaya, but the hooks are not closed.

[MEREAED S eh LB EMLT MO TELNZZ
Wb, ZEOLIAEFTTFITVT, ET0wbHo
3T, VX TORPO X kIR, ko Rics
NY (EWwH A Y FRAYTEHR) 2E TV, K
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(2) Ana wong wedok rambute diore,
Thereis woman hair-def. down

klambine sarwa putih,

Clothes bright white

tangane ngawe-awe.

hands waving

‘There is a woman whose hair is down, in white clothes, and
her hand waving”.

(22 SARLICLTHWE DZE Lo TVDARHT
HHIZTF 2R Twbo]

T T4 7 3. AR HEA

(3) Aku krasa yen ana swara gebrubug lan angin

I felt if there is loud sound and wind
sumiyut, lan njur mak byar  lampu
fast then-after that suddenly  lamp
kamarku urip
room-my turn on

‘T felt that there is loud sound and wind:--.’
[REZ, JAPKRLE ERHAH LKL B & ERERED
WA D207z, |

2. REENF kprungu/kerungu

TERENE kprungu ‘B < &, RBVENE rungu F(FERE
) BT POLOZRIIRARTH %,

Rungu->kerungu->keprungu ~® 3 B DFERIZD
WTIEWE FCTERANRIIZED e Lelembut & D
KWIEDN D BFOHIED, T OFIEOMFERIZ% S
WHEVED D B o
2.1. rungu

WO 2 WEM rungu 1z 5) (6) X H I, [iE
FRCHEC), [HR2HE] bvwyary s 2 MTfiib
ns,

(5) Aku rungu

1 listen to

critamu wae
story-GEN.2™  p.p. only

‘I am just listening to your story’. [ & %72 D5k% H %
ALTEE T3 X,

e
(6) Rugokna critaku.
Listen IMP story-GEN.1" p.p.

‘Listen to my story’. [ FAD{E & JE T L 728, |

2.2. krungu

=75, [ZBREW] %o~ — 75— Td 5 HEE ke 21T
72t o [HC] OFREZW S,
(7) Krungu pamite bojone, Watiyah mung manthuk.
hearing bye spouse-e Watiyah just fall asleep

‘After hearing that her husband was going, Watiyah just

fell asleep.’
(Ko, [T 24.] L) FEHWT, (FED) 774

XX/ 72 IR0 2% B 72 |

(8) Ing  tengah-tengahing sasi Desember 2006,
in middle  month December 2006
penulis wus ora krungu kabar
writer already not hear news
ana wong diwedeni  ing Rt 02.

there is people  threatened in Rt.02

‘In the middle of December 2006, writer has not heard
any news that there has been somebody threatened in Rt. 02.”
[2006 4F 12 12 b 13&EHE (B) 1E, Rt.02 FERTIHi
WIEWLTW2 A5 5 LiZEWTw v,

(9) Apa  maneh yen krungu guyune
what  more when hear laughing -ne
mrinding tenan.
feeling cold really

(In front of a mysterious old lady)

‘What’s more, when hearing her laughing, it is really
chilling.’
[(HFWREEORT) 51T, TOESTWLHEERL
EARMIZY Y LT DD ]

2.3. keprungu

25, IV Eo0EFF pe 2R T keprungu
ELHE, THICASTL A [HZ2THRS] [2:5
MZzb] bhbEEZ5N5, Lelembut & OEBD
BUCH C 2 CTL 2B W %dn &g,
Mo THRBLENS,

Z D keprungu %

(10) Sing paling kerep keprungu suwara wong

that most often heard sound  people
ndhodhong  lawang.
knock door
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‘What is most often heard is the sound of people
knocking the door.” [H o & LB Z 2 5 DIE, AN
Ay ARG ALY AN

(11) Yen dibukak lawange,

when di-open door

ora ana apa-apa.

NEG. exist things

“When the door is opened, there is nobody.”
(BRI Z LD VRO, ]

(12) Lamat-lamat  keprungu swaraning angin

soon heard voice-DEF wind
kang prehahe saka  mburi sekolahan.
that come from  back school

‘Soon heard the voice of wind which came from the back
of the school.’
[LIESH T2 EFROBRP SR - TL B HDEH
MZAT&]

3. Di-weden-i ‘&h3h?’
AL b lelembut £ I3 2= —MLTWAEFELT -
HEFIL, wedi “Winsh, b’ O passive causative

BEMHLNEWEELET %,

(13) Kula niki nek mung
1" person this when only
diwedeni memedi ten ngriki
threatened memedi in here

empun kerep.
Already often
‘T am one who is often threatened by memedi often.’

[FAlX, T2 Cmemedi IMEDENEINTVE T,

malah ngantos memedi-ne niku
even to the point memedi-ne  dem.
apal kalih jeneng kula.
remember with name 1".P.P.

‘So that even the memedi already remembers my name.’
[Memedi 2SFAD XTI 2 HZ TWAELBWETIIARD £
L7l

4. Di-weruhi # (2 U & & U /- FhRE
Eieo di-wedeni B3 N5', PAMNIKROFEFHSR
HNb, INHIFTRCZEEOFHER di- 2 FHo,

x1 SEREEN

1. di-kandha- (k) ake : % B~ —7% — di + kandha %
b+ uEiFl~ — 4 — -ake FEO N HNDE

2. di-eling-ake : ZE)E~Y— & — di +{FEE T 5 + BB
Y= — -ake EREZWEIELNE

3. di-weruh-i : ZEE~—H — di + M5+ MHBF~—
H—-i YAV ESND

W LFE FEXFE lelembut L OBRDE - & L
o7z & &I\ diweruhi A DZTERE TERILLTW5b,
$72, memedi £\, NI -EMAH#HET 5 L &,
# & FL di-kandha-kake FEHND LR TW5,

LR 4 o OBEEHE L M OYEEY,  lelembut OFEHA
EOMRIZKDOEBY TH 5,

11, SELF-FHEXF L lelembut & O HiEkE % fEdhic,
IO AR L 72D TH D, EHIT, lelembut
OWHE—— AN D, 3 A T b ERIZANT,
Lelembut %72 5720, MEDFHLAY THHET
H5HE XX, weruh o Twa LW EEE W,
MH AL CBERICH L L ER LT D, —H, K
&I 2%, TOM, »HdvidWE, JHoFH
keprungu “ZEREIZ 2T A LW BIETRBE SN S,
S 512, THMZ £ D inanimate, FTdH > 72 A S DE L
% & OB, B THEO NS,

R

ARalL, BILOEFE L £ @ evidentiality IZ2WT D
Du Bois 1986 OfECflit> 7z ‘validation’ % F—7 —
FELT, BFEIOBIREEICONWTER, T—ARY
TA—= LT, V¥ Ablelembut LW X2 —HD
R - WMEL SRR E EDL ) IFEL %, §F
FRHEE R T 285ICHEH L TEE L, 208
L, AR E A SIEBIE, 2512, &Y, Wb, O
THBICHEEL TV, LT, FETIE THS, K
OHEHF 2 ELTIZZORD Y ana, § b HAFE
BE AT 5, —J), WEEBHEFHEZZ fbhTi),
% L @ lelembut & OB 2B TH L Z L %
ML TW5, Ml LK, A vk EOEHI LI,
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T ECHE R & OMBIZo VTS & &

% 2. Lelembut M¥E$E, Lelembut & DEBFEE & 85 & DREE

Verbs/Variations EiF | English Zz&R Object of experience !amfﬂgﬁf as)m%rl;léghost e
ana there is TEEEDE shadow &2 % & 7= mbah jenggot/baureksa old man with beard/ancestor
voice FE &L\ 7z buta ijo yellow monster
(cigarette smoke) FEDIE | memedi a small human like spirit
'rungu’ BE< DIR&ER
keprungu heard voice of spirits N %R <
cf. krungu hear/heard
vi. rungu hear
di-form (passive)
diwedeni to be threatened SEELE memedli a small human like spirit
dikandhakake to be told SEELE memedi a small human like spirit
di-elingake to be wamed/advised | B & F (17 simbah grandfather
Choice of verb is parallel to the proximity of
the writers/speakers to spirits /lelembut

Simbah

buyut

TL%&~>7

Choice of thuyul,
verb memedi
Communicative
verbs
ddenly hear’
Audi
Z§I§\§§
Existentional LEE
Verb-ana 1EHR
iz Proximity =
1: EEUFOMESERAE Lelembur & DRSS

di-eling-ake [ Bi5% %7721 % EORBEFEY, 2
WX BN oS 1 % v Lelembut i¥, nanimate<-
>inanimate, human-like<->non-human-like Ol |Z{F - T,

TOREETTBHIENTE S, SHIEDTH20I1TE

DIREHRFEZE L 2D DTH D, MODTEKELRY v T D
lelembut IZ2WTOFED OWFEIIIEE > 721379 ) TH
5o

_57_



Akita University

References Helberg, Nancy, 2013. Applying the Givenness Hierarchy
Du Bois, John W., 1986. Self-evidence and ritual speech. Framework: Methodological Issues, ILCAA
Evidentials: The Linguistic Coding of workshop
Epistemology, ed. by W. Chafe and J. Nichols, Lambrecht, Knud. 1994. Information Structure and
313-333. Norwood, NJ: Ablex. Sentence Form. Cambridge: Cambridge
Du Bois, John W., Stephan Schuetze-Coburn, Danae University Press.

Paolino, and Susanna Cumming, 1992. Discourse

Transcription. Santa Barbara Papers in DATA

Linguistics, vol. 4. Santa Barbara: University of Magazines Djaka Lodang
California, Santa Barbara. Narratives narrated by A, B.

_58_





