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A study of a Tang dynasty story, “The Tale of Toshishun”:
An approach to comparative literature of the Japanese and Chinese in the

context of teaching classical Chinese

Asako HANEDA

Tang dynasty stories are crucial materials for teaching classical Chinese in Japan as (1) they have figured
prominently in the history of Chinese literature, (2) they have a straightforward style, and (3) their content is
engaging. However, the vast difference between the historical and cultural backgrounds described in the Tang
dynasty stories and contemporary Japan makes it difficult to understand the stories’ themes in the context of
education. To solve this problem, I used the techniques of comparative literature to improve students’ reading
comprehension of a Tang dynasty story, “The Tale of Toshishun.” I compared this story with a Japanese modern
novel, “Toshishun,” by Ryunosuke Akutagawa, and tried to illustrate the theme of “The Tale of Toshishun” by
analyzing the differences between “The Tale of Toshishun” and “Toshishun.” Consequently, students not only
deepened their understanding of “The Tale of Toshishun” but also became interested in the theory and techniques
of comparative literature.
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