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Summary

Six years have passed since learning disabilities
and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder were
officially designated for resource room guidance,
in accordance with 2006 system reforms. During
this time, many resource rooms for students
with learning disabilities have been set up across
the country and have been fulfilling important
roles in addressing the special educational
needs of students with developmental disorders.
Accordingly, the number of students receiving
guidance from these rooms is growing, a
phenomenon which is particularly marked among
junior high school students. This study sought to
gain a better understanding of resource rooms
for students with learning disabilities in junior
high schools and to uncover issues in resource
room guidance and management. Interviews were
conducted with junior high school resource room
teachers of students with learning disabilities in
Akita Prefecture. Interview content was organized
according to the KJ Method. Issues for junior
high school resource rooms were placed into the
following categories : "guidance," "coordination,"
"psychological needs of resource rooms teachers,"
and "management of resource rooms  Within these
categories, topics unique to junior high schools
became clear, including "dealing with adolescence,"
"coordination with teachers of particular subjects,”
and "guidance on educational and career path
options." Based on these findings, the nature of
junior high school resource rooms and future
strategies for resolving the issues identified were
discussed.

Key words : learning disabilities, junior high school,
resource room
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