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Summary

We distributed the questionnaire to the junior
high school science teachers of Akita Prefecture.
The purpose was to assess teachers' recognition of
radiation, and to assess their knowledge of how to
teach about radiation.

The results showed that the teachers felt the
largest problem lay with the basic teaching of
radiation. Their problem centered on their own
shortage of fundamental knowledge, lack of
research related teaching materials available and a
lack of instructional experience. The teachers were
seeking a simple way to detect radiation, visual
teaching aids and training support. In addition,
teachers sought supplementary useful training
focusing on experimental methods and practical
examples.

We distributed the questionnaire to junior high
school third graders in the central part of Akita

34

prefecture. The purpose was to assess students'
recognition about radiation, and to assess the level
of students' motivation they possess to learn about
radiation.

The results showed that the percentage of
students who correctly recognized the presence
of radiation was less than 20%. In addition, the
recognition of terms relating to radiation was low.
Junior high school students' motivation, however,
to learn about radiation was high. Many students
thought they would want to learn about the health
problems and the nature and dangers of radiation.

Key words : junior high school, science teacher,
third grader, study about radiation,
recognition for radiation,

questionnaire survey
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