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Summary

In elementary schools, some pupils have
difficulties in learning mathematics. In this study,
we investigated how many pupils found it difficult
to understand mathematics and when they found
it difficult. We asked the classroom teachers to
evaluate the level of understanding using a check
list related to mathematics (two mathematical
fields including "calculating” and "inferring"). The
subjects were 2,227 pupils in the regular classes
ranging from the 2™ to 6™ grade of elementary
schools. As a result of the survey, 109 pupils
(49%) had difficulties in learning mathematics.
There was no gender difference. In the pupils
ranging from the 2™ to 6™ grade, those who had
difficulties consistently accounted for about 5% and
the percentage did not differ from grade to grade.
Therefore, the possibility was suggested that the
pupils in the lower grades of elementary school
such as those at 2" grade who had difficulties
in learning mathematics might be identified and
supported.
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