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Summary

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
current situation and issues for early nurturing
support of young visually special needs children
at health agencies in Akita prefecture. The main
findings were as follows: (1) Young children
with visually special needs were discovered at
mainly 3 years-old children health check-up. (2)
The rate of young children having been observed
the finding in medical checkup of ophthalmology
was 65%. (3) The contents of the medical finding
were "ametropia (61%)", "low vision (13%)" and
"abnormalities in position of eye (11%)". (4) In a

80

group health check-up, although the staff of various
occupational descriptions had participated, there was
no participation of "ophthalmologist" and "orthoptist.”
(5) The main contents for support of maternal-and-
child-health were guidance to eye clinic of children
required ophthalmology medical checkup, and
cooperation with ophthalmologist. (6) It was shown
clearly that the issues in support were ‘enough
service of health check-up", "information services",
and "cooperation closely with agencies concerned”,
etc.

Key Words : young visually impaired children,
early child-nurturing support, health
agencies, young children health check-

up, school for the visually impaired
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