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Cosmology in a Japanese old tale:
Psychological Interpretation of the Japanese old tale
“Kasa Jizo (Bamboo Hats for Jizo)” "

Motoko MIYANO
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Abstract

Analytical psychology has considered old tales representative of the collective unconscious, illustrating
psychological behavior and wisdom of the human species. This paper explore the structure and the elements of a
Japanese old tale, “Kasa Jizo”, which is one of the most widely spread in Japan, from the view point of analytical
psychology. Despite its simple expression, careful investigation of symbolism in the text shows psychological
significance of this tale, namely, cosmology of an individual psyche.
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