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The Distribution and Handing down of “Sasara” Tradition in Akita Prefecture

Hiroaki KATSURA

Provincial performing arts in Akita prefecture called “Sasara” can be sketchily grouped into two styles and
respective manner of Sasaras are mainly distributed in Northern and Central (Senboku) regions of the prefecture.

Additionally, each local settlement has characteristic manner of Sasara, and each Sasara is supposed to have
been established under influence of different kind of Sasaras performed in other regions, which have been brought

on by “Wakaze”, labors of farming families, and transmitted by some reasons.

In Tsuzureko (Kita-Akita city) and Fujikoto (Fujisato town) areas located on the Northern part of the
prefecture, Sasaras have been separately handed down by both “Kami(Upper) and Shimo(Lower) communities.
Rivalry between the communities as well as a system encouraging children to participate in Sasaras could have

contributed to carrying on the tradition.

In these areas, some community associations are taking certain role in handing down provincial performing

arts across the entire community and cultivating successors, which might be a good role model to maintain the

traditions going.

Key Words : Provincial Performing Arts, ”Sasara Dance”(Lion Dance), Distribution of Sasara, Successors of

Provincial Performing Arts
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