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On religious education through the principle of religious neutrality

Kiichi TACHIBANA

Abstract

This paper considers religious education through the principle of religious neutrality which should be
compared with the principle of political neutrality, on which I have published my note in the English journal,
Learning for Democracy, Vol. 2, No. 3, 2006, Critical Press (its Japanese version is included in this paper).

Since citizens must have political knowledge, political education is necessary both in public and private
schools. The principle of political education may be compatible with the principle of political neutrality if pupils
are encouraged both to think critically and to choose from a plurality of opinions based on their reason and
conscience.

As opposed to political education, education pertaining to religion should be left mainly to individual families.
Even school education pertaining to basic facts about religion (let alone denominational education) will almost
certainly fail to be neutral, and for this reason should be kept to a minimum. Thus religious education and political
education are asymmetrical.
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