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Attitude survey about springs of residents in
Misato town in Akita prefecture
— Using focus group interview —

Takao Yuasa Keiichi TAKAHASHI Yu KUME
Takashi IsHIKAWA

Akita University Graduate School of Health Sciences

The purpose of this study was to investigate the attitude towards springs and future use of springs.
The subjects were 9 male and 11 female (age 43.6+ 9.4) people living or working in Misato town. 12 were
company employees, 7 were public employees and 1 was a part-time worker. They were divided into 3
groups, and attended focus group interviews. This study suggested that patterns of use of springs were
changing due to electricity and plumbing and residents’ consciousness of springs was decreasing. However
some residents voluntarily take part in clean-up activities and safety education of play in water. To make
use of springs for sightseeing tourism, it is important to take into account the different variations in
springs in the Misato area.
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