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Summary
The Role of the Itinerant Consultant in
Promotion of Special Needs Education:
Study into the Approach of School Support
through Case Study

98

Keigo Sato, Akita Prefectural Board of Education
Jun Utsumi, Faculty of Education and Human
Studies, Akita University

Special needs education in Japan is undergoing
steady organizational improvement. The immediate
issues are specialization pertaining to special needs
education, vital station of school committees and
improvement in "quality" of education in practice.
The objective of this research is to examine the
role of the itinerant consultants in promoting
special needs education. Study into actual cases
revealed the following. Concerted effort by
custodians and guardians of the schoolchildren
and other interested parties in the production
and evaluation of "individualized educational
support plans" enables: (1) The establishment of a
relationship of trust through shared understanding;
(2) improvement in the effectiveness of support;
and (3) continuity of effective support. There were
2 key points found in conducting consultations.
One is (1) to provide support in the form that
the supporter is able to feel concrete results
while paying attention to the sense of burden the
supporter feels and (2) to plan transfer of the role
in steps, through resolving problems in each case,
to the school committee.

Keywords : special needs education, individualized
educational support plans, itinerant

consultation, school committee
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