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Summary

This paper summarizes the results of the second
year (FY2023) of research funded by a Grant-
in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI (C)
22K02538), which was adopted as "Research on
cross-curricular learning to develop the qualities and
abilities of writing in Japanese as a second language
in elementary school". It describes the curriculum
design table for grades 1 to 3 and its discussion,
which was created by examining the areas where
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"writing" and other subjects in Japanese language

studies intersect.

The four main findings of the study are as follows.

M1In the first and second grades, cross-curricular
learning could be set up in all other subjects.
For the first grade, this is thought to be because
there were many 'language units' that consisted
of language activities at the letter, phrase, and
sentence levels that were included in the learning
activities of all subjects. For the second grade, this
is thought to be because some units did not specify
the subject matter for the language activities. The
same is true for the third grade, where the greater
the flexibility of the subject matter, the easier it is
to set up a cross-sectional unit.

(@ The most common types of sentences used in
cross-curricular studies are Narrative-type (N-type)
and Informative-type (I-type) , which are common
from the first to the third grades. This is because
they are based on the examples of language
activities in the Courses of Study, etc. N-type texts
are often written to express thoughts about event
contents, events, and experiences In life science,
arts and crafts, moral education, special activities,
etc. I-type texts are often written to describe
observations and production in life science, math,
etc. In other words, no matter which type of
writing is used, it is often used for writing about
subjects and materials. In other words, regardless
of the type, it is easier to set up a cross sectional
unit when there is a large overlap in subject
matter or when there is a large degree of freedom
in the subject matter.

(3 As mentioned earlier, when there are many cross-
curricular learning opportunities due to the large
overlap of subject matter, there are two main
types of inter-curricular relationships: one in which
all subjects comprise a single cross-curricular unit,
and another in which there are several separate
cross-curricular units with Japanese as a cross-
curricular subject. In the other case, there are
several cross-curricular activities that are divided
between Japanese and the other subjects. The
difference depends on the extent to which the
subject matter can be shared. In practice, it is
rare for the subject matter to be the same in
many subjects, so when the Japanese department
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does not specify the subject matter, it is often
commonized by applying the subject matter from
other subjects.

(@) The advantage of using a single cross-curricular
unit for multiple subjects, etc., is that there is
more time for each subject to be implemented.
On the other hand, when several cross-curricular
units share the same subject matter, there is the
advantage that the language activities of Japanese
language study are repeated and acquired with
more certainty. Therefore, the option of dividing
the course into several units and repeating the

22

cross-curricular activities in each unit can be
considered.

Key Words : Elementary school Japanese, writing
(composition), Learning strategies for
writing, Writing qualities and abilities,
Point of view and way of thinking
toward the language, Curriculum
Management, Cross-curricular learning
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