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Study on Student-Participatory Conferences on School Reentry Support
for Health-Impaired Students

FUIJII, Yoshihiro ; ARAI, Toshihiko ; CHIBA, Masaki

Abstract

In this study, we investigated the potential benefits and challenges of enabling health-impaired students to
participate themselves in conferences on school reentry support. Our investigation was based on interview surveys
with those involved. The results of the surveys showed that most respondents provided positive evaluations. The
reasons given were as follows: Self-advocacy; growth of the students themselves; a sense of relief and expectation
in returning to school; and the promotion of understanding in the people around them.
On the other hand, some challenges also were mentioned, such as the necessity of taking into consideration the
specific situation of each case; the gap between the needs of the students and the response by their schools; and the
establishment of suitable conditions so that the students could participate in the conference.
As an agenda to be brought up at the conference, they cited the in-school support system; educational support;
physical and mental health care; and coordination with the people involved.
Going forward, it will be necessary to understand to what extent student-participatory conferences on school
reentry support have been implemented. It also will be necessary to concretely analyze the benefits and challenges
brought about by these conferences.
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