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Aspects and history of orchestral conducting inheritance routes

in Japan before WWII: Focus on the conductor’s career

ISHIHARA, Shinji

Abstract
It is known that by 1945 there was a place for advanced orchestral conducting studies in Japan. However, in
the mid-19th century, immediately after the opening of country to the outside world, the only way to learn was

watching foreign military band leaders conduct. How did the learning of conducting develop thereafter? Therefore,
I collected historical information on conductors who were active in pre-war Japan and elucidated the paths of
learning conducting. Leaders changed in the order of foreign military band directors and string players, followed
by the top conductors who had fled Europe due to the international circumstances of the time and came to Japan as

orchestra conductor and conducting instructor. As a result, Japanese aspiring conductors were able to learn

advanced conducting techniques in Japan without having to study abroad.
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